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A GREAT CRISIS IN ISRAEL

I Kings 20

After Elijah’s discouragement was cured and he went back to work for the Lord, a great crisis arose in Israel.  Read now about this crisis and its results:

A.
The Threat to Ahab and Samaria:  Read I Kings 20:1-12
1. What king decided to make war against Ahab and his forces?  I Kings 20:1

2. After he had besieged the city of Samaria, what did he threaten to take?  I Kings 20:3

3. What did Ahab say to this threat?  I Kings 20:4

4. What privilege did Ben-hadad’s messengers then demand?  I Kings 20:5, 6

5. After consulting with his officers, what did Ahab reply to this?  I Kings 20:9

6. As a result, what did Ben-hadad decide to do?  I Kings 20:12f-g
B.  The First Battle:  Read I Kings 20:13-21
1. Before the battle, what did a prophet of God promise that the Lord would do?             I Kings 20:13a-d
2. For what reason would he do this?  I Kings 20:13e
3. Notice the specific instructions given by God, I Kings 20:14.  Did Ahab obey these instructions?  I Kings 20:15

4. What were Ben-hadad and his helpers doing at this time?  I Kings 20:12, 16

5. What orders did he give to his army?  I Kings 20:18

6. What were four outcomes of this first battle?  I Kings 20:20, 21

C.  The Second Battle:  Read I Kings 20:22-34

1. What did the prophet then tell Ahab he should do?  I Kings 20:22a-c
2. What did he warn would happen?  I Kings 20:22d
3. Why did the Syrians believe they had lost the first battle?  I Kings 20:23-25

4. Notice the comparative size of the two armies:  I Kings 20:27.  
5. In spite of this, what wonderful promise did God send to Ahab?  I Kings 20:28a-c, g
6. Why was God going to do this?  I Kings 20:28d-f
7. As a result of this victory, what would Ahab and the Israelites know? I Kings 20:28g
8. What were four results of this battle?  I Kings 20:29, 30

9. When Ahab discovered that Ben-hadad was still alive, what two things did he do?  

I Kings 20:34d, e
D.  God’s Evaluation of Ahab’s Actions:  Read I Kings 20:35-43
1. Be able to tell the story the disguised prophet told Ahab: I Kings 20:39, 40.

2. What did God say would happen because Ahab had not carried out God’s plan?  
I Kings  20:42a, c

3. What was Ahab’s reaction to this message?  I Kings 20:43

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. How long did God help even wicked King Ahab?  
Why?_______________________________________________________________
2. Am I ever so busy “here and there” with my own plans and desires that I fail to do what God has planned for me to do?  (See Luke 21:34; John 6:38)
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