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The Life of the Early Church: Ascension through Antioch

INTRODUCTION TO SAUL’S LIFE

Acts 9:1 - 31

The martyrdom of Stephen and the persecution which followed brought about the fulfillment of the second part of Jesus’ prediction in Acts 1:8, that His disciples would be witnesses for Him in all Judea and in Samaria.  Now see what followed this:

A.
Early Glimpses of Saul:  Read Acts 7:54-8:3, 9:1, 2

1.
What was Saul doing when he is first mentioned in the Bible?


a.
Acts 7:58b











b.
Acts 8:1a 











2.
What did Saul begin to do immediately after this?  Acts 8:3

3.
What was Saul still doing even after many of the Christians had been imprisoned and scattered to other places?  Acts 9:1a

4.
Because of this attitude, where did he plan to go?  Acts 9:2a 

5.
Locate this place on a map.  What did he have permission to do there? 

Acts 9:2a

B.
Saul's Experience on His Trip to Damascus:  Read Acts 9:3-19

1.
As Saul journeyed, what sight did he see?  Acts 9:3

2.
As he fell to the earth, what sound did he hear?  Acts 9:4 

3.
Did he know immediately who was speaking to him?  Acts 9:5a 

4.
How do you think he felt when he heard that it was Jesus who was speaking to him?  Acts 9:4 

5.
What did he say?  (See Acts 22: 10) 

5. Do you think Saul was really willing to do what Jesus wanted him to do?  

Acts 9:6c, 8b 

8.  What effect did this experience have on Saul?  Acts 9:8, 9 

9.
Who was told to go and help Saul?  Acts 9:10-12

9.
What two things did he do for Saul?  Acts 9:17b 

C.
The Results of Saul's Experience:  Read Acts 9:20-31

1. What was the immediate result of this experience in Saul’s own life? 

Acts 9:20

2.
What effect did this have upon those in Damascus who heard him?  Acts 9:21

3.
Where did Saul go after his conversion?  (See Galatians 1:15-17)

4.
What did the Jews of Damascus do, probably after his return from this place?  Acts 9:22-25

5.
Notice the effect Saul’s conversion had on the disciples at Jerusalem.  How did they feel when after three years (See Galatians 1:18) he tried to join them?  Acts 9:26

6.
Who caused them to accept Saul as a believer?  Acts 9:27 

7.
What happened after Saul boldly preached in Jesus’ name in Jerusalem?  Acts 9:29 (See Acts 22:17-21)

8.
Where did the disciples send Saul after this?  Acts 9:30 

9.
What was the result in all the churches now that Saul was saved?  Acts 9:31

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
After Saul’s conversion, was he at all like he had been before?

2.
Has there ever been such an absolute change in my life? ( See 2 Corinthians 5:17, 18a) 
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