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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

JOYFUL TIMES IN JUDAH

Nehemiah 7 - 8

Now that the wall of Jerusalem was completed, there was just time to attend to a few necessary business matters before the seventh month with its three great religious observances arrived.  Study now these events:

A.  City Government for Jerusalem:  Read Nehemiah 7:1-4:

1.  After the wall was built and the doors set up, what three groups were appointed for special duties?  Nehemiah 7:1

2.  Then what two men were given charge of the city of Jerusalem?  Nehemiah  7:2a-c

3.  For what two reasons was the latter chosen?  Nehemiah 7:2d, e

4.  Notice three rules Nehemiah made for the safety of Jerusalem:  Nehemiah 7:3

5.  From Nehemiah 7:4, tell the condition of the city: The people:                         and the houses:

B.  A Census of the People:  Nehemiah 7:5-73:

1.  What did God then put in Nehemiah’s heart to do?  Nehemiah 7:5a-b

2.  What did he find which was a help in this?  Nehemiah 7:5c

3.  Nehemiah 7:6-69 contains an adaptation of this old register.  Although many numbers differ, the totals are the same:  Compare vss.  66-69 with page 307-c 8-11.

4.  Again, what did many of the rulers do?  Nehemiah 7:70-72

C.  A Gathering of the People:  Read Nehemiah 8:1-18:

1.  On the first day of the seventh month (Neh. 8:2c), where did all the people gather?  Neh,. 8:1a

    (On Map 29, page 320, locate this place, which is near the center of the city.)

2.  What did they ask Ezra to bring?  Neh. 8:1b-c

3.  What three types of people were gathered there?  Nehemiah 8:2

4.  What did Ezra then do, and for how long?  Ezra 8:3a-c

5.  How did the people respond?  Neh.  8:3d

6.  Where did Ezra stand?  Neh. 8:4a-b

7.  How many other priests stood at his right?          At his left?          Neh. 8:4c

8.  When Ezra opened the book, what did all the people do?  Neh. 8:5

9.  What did Ezra then do?  Neh. 8:6a

10. What four things did the people do in response?  Neh. 8:6b-e

11. What did Joshua, other priests, and the Levites then do?  Neh. 8:7, 8b, c

12. What were the people doing all this while?  Neh. 8:7d

13. As they heard the law read, what did they begin to do?  Neh. 8:9g-h

14. But why did the leaders tell them they should not do this?  Neh. 8:9, 11

15. What did they tell the people to do instead?  Neh. 8:10

16. Did the people do this?  Neh. 8:12

17. On the next day as they read the law, what did they discover that they should do during the feast of this month?  Neh. 8:13-15

18. Did they do this?  Neh.  8:16-17b

19. When was the last time Israel had done this?  Neh. 8:17c

20. What was the result of this action?  Neh.  8:17c

21. What did they continue to do for seven days?  Neh.  8:18 (Two things)

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Were the Jews wise to set aside a whole week for studying God’s Word and fellowshipping with others in worship and praise to God?

2.  Would it pay me to set aside regular periods for meeting God in a special way? Am I willing to make the sacrifices which would be necessary to do this?     Why?
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