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Israel’s Journey to Canaan and Plains of Moab

Problems during the journey

Numbers 20

As time wore on the repeated murmuring and complaining of the Israelites began to affect their leaders.  Read about this in the passage below:

A. Problem in the Desert of Zin:  Read Numbers 20:1-13 

1.  What happened shortly after Israel arrived at this place?  Numbers 20:1

2.  What problem arose there?  Numbers 20:2a

3.  What was the people’s reaction to this problem?  Numbers 20:2b

4.  What did they say they wished had happened to them?  Numbers 20:3

5.  What two questions did they ask of Moses?  Numbers 20:4, 5a

a.











  

b.











  

1. What did Moses and Aaron do when they heard the people’s words?

Numbers 20:6a

7.
What happened as they did this?  Numbers 20:6b  

2. What did God tell Moses and Aaron to do to meet this need?  

Numbers 20:7, 8










9.  What did Moses actually do?  Numbers 20:10, 11a  (See Exodus 17:6; 1 Corinthians 10:4)


a.





 b. 







10.Did God meet the need of the people?  Numbers 20:11b

11.Yet what did God say Moses and Aaron’s actions showed concerning themselves?  Numbers 20:12a

12.What had their actions failed to do?  Numbers 20:12b

13.Therefore, what did God say would be the result?  Numbers 20:12c

B.  Problem at the Border of Edom:  Read Numbers 20:14-21

1. When the Israelites reached the border of Edom (Numbers 20:14-16), what request did they make of the king of Edom?  Numbers 20:17a 

_













2.   What three promises did they make to this king?  Numbers 20:17b


a.  We will not












b.  Neither












c.  We will












3.  Yet what was Edom's answer?  Numbers 20:18

4.  When, after further assurances, Edom still refused, what did the Israelites do?  Numbers 20:20, 21

C.  Problems at Mount Hor:  Read Numbers 20:22-29

1.  What did God tell Moses and Aaron after they had arrived at Mount Hor?  Numbers 20:24

2.  What was Moses to do first, before this happened?  Numbers 20:25, 26

3.  After Moses had done this, what happened?  Numbers 20:27, 28

4.  Then what did all the congregation do?  Numbers 20:29

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Were Moses and Aaron glad afterwards that they had behaved as they did?  What attitudes of heart caused this sin?  What could they have done to prevent it?

2. Do I ever become proud in my heart and think that I can do great things?  

Do I look down in anger on those for whom I must do these things?  Can God bless such attitudes?  What could prevent such attitudes and their terrible results?  (See Proverbs 28:25, 26; James 4:6) 
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