Testament History
(
The Restoration of the Remnant of Judah
64
2  Bible Discoveries: Detailed OT History Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

EVENTS AFTER SEVENTY YEARS OF JUDAH’S CAPTIVITY 

 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1 – 2:67

In the previous unit of study, we saw something of what the people of Judah did in Babylon, the land to which they were carried captive.  Now see what happened as the years drew to a close, relating events to Maps 27 and 28, page 320:

A.  Events In Babylon or Chaldea:  Read Daniel 9:1-19;  2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-4:

1.  What had happened Jeremiah prophesied would happen after 70 years of Judah’s captivity?  Jeremiah 29:10-14, 31:38, 30:18

2.  In the days of Nebuchadnezzar’s descendant, Belshazzar, what happened to the great Babylon Empire?  Daniel 5:30, 31

3.  Darius the Mede was an officer of Cyrus, King of Persia.  In the first year of his rule, what did Daniel understand from reading Jeremiah’s prophecy ?  Daniel 9:1, 2











4.  Therefore, what two things did Daniel do?  Daniel 9:4

5.  What did he especially pray that God would do?  Daniel 9:17

6.  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, evidently this same year, what did the Lord do?  Ezra 1:1a, c

7.  What two things did Cyrus realize?  Ezra 1:2b, c

a.













b.













8.  Read Isaiah 44:28-45:13 and tell how he might have come to realize these facts:

9.  Therefore, what did Cyrus proclaim that God’s people should do?  Ezra 1:3, 4

a.













b.













B.  The Response to These Events:  Read Ezra 1:5-11

1.  After Cyrus’ proclamation, what did God do?  Ezra 1:5d

2.  Therefore, notice what two things the people did as a result:  Ezra 1:5, 6

3.  What did Cyrus then give them?  Ezra 1:7, 8

4.  Notice the different kinds of vessels which were included:  Ezra 1:9, 10

5.  How many vessels were there in all?  Ezra1:11 (use figures)




C.  Those Who Responded:  Read Ezra 2:1-67

1.  Who was the chief leader of the returning expedition?  Ezra 2:2a 

 Note:  As grandson of King Jehoiachin (Matthew 1:11-12), he was legal heir to Judah’s throne.  He may be the same as Judah’s prince Sheshbazzar (Ezra 1:8,11; 5:14,16)

2.  The men of Israel who responded are listed by their ancestors or cities from which they came.  As you read Ezra 2:2c-35, underline in your Bible the names of all cities which you recognize from your previous studies.  Locate on Map 28.

3.  Besides the ordinary citizens, what four special groups were represented?  Ezra 2:36a


     2:40a





   2:43a



     2:55a






4.  What was true of some of those who went back to Judah?  Ezra 2:59b

5.  What was done with some priests who had a similar problem?  Ezra 2:62

6.  What was the total number of the congregation who returned?  Ezra 2:64

7.  How many servants and maids did they take with them?  Ezra 2:65

8.  How many did this make in all?  (Add)

9.  How many beasts of burden did they take?  Ezra 2:66-67:  Horses:  Mules:  Camels:  Asses or donkeys:   for a total of (add):

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Why did Daniel study the Scriptures and pray?  Why did Cyrus make his decree?  Why did the people of Judah decide to go back to their land?  Ezra 1:5

2.  What is God seeking to Accomplish in my life right now?  When His time for this comes, what will He do?  If this does not happen as soon as I think it should, should I fret?  What should I do?  Do I do this?  If not, why not? 
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