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JESUS' LESSON FROM THE FIG TREE

Mark 11: 12—14, 20—26

Jesus' entry into Jerusalem took place on Sunday, which we today call Palm Sunday--the first day in the week of Jesus' passion (strong feeling; in this case, suffering).  After spending the night at Bethany, Jesus again entered the city of Jerusalem on Monday.  Read now to see what took place on this day and the day following:

A.
Monday Morning, on the Way to Jerusalem:  Read Mark 11:12-14

1.
How did Jesus feel after spending the night in Bethany?  Mark 11:12

2.
What did He see afar off?  Mark 11:13a

3.
What could He see from a distance that it had on it?  Mark 11:13a

4.
Since the fruit of the fig usually comes before the leaves, what did He hope  to find on this tree?  Mark 11:13b

5.
Yet what did He find?  Mark 11:13c

6.
What was the probable reason for this?  Mark 11:13d

7.
Because the fig tree gave promise of fruit, but had none, what did Jesus say to it?    

Mark 11:14a

8.
Who heard what He said?  Mark 11:14b

B.
Tuesday Morning, on the way to Jerusalem:  Read Mark 11:20

1.
What did they notice as they passed by the next day?  Mark 11:20

2.
Who was the first to remember what had happened and to speak out? Mark 11:21

C.
Jesus' Lesson from the Fig Tree:  Read Mark 11:22-26

1.
What was Jesus' response to Peter's comment?  Mark 11:22

2.
What two things did Jesus say one might say to a mountain?  Mark 11:23a
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3.
On what two conditions did Jesus say he might have what he said? Mark 11:23b
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4.
On the basis of this statement, what did Jesus encourage the disciples to do when they prayed for things that they desired?  Mark 11:24a

5.
What promise did He give, if they would do this?  Mark 11:24b

6.
What else did He say they must be sure to do?  Mark 11:25a

7.
What would this make it possible for God to do for them?  Mark 11:25b

8.
What did He warn would happen if they did not do this?  Mark 11:26

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
To whom were these promises given?  Therefore, what would be true of their desires?  (See Philippians 2:13; Mark 14:36; Romans 12:1, 2)

2.
Am I a true follower of Jesus Christ?  Are my desires such that I can have absolute confidence that God will hear and answer my prayers concerning them? 
 (See 1 John 5:14, 15; James 4:2, 3)

Faith, Mighty Faith

"Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, and looks to God alone;

Laughs at impossibilities and cries, 'It shall be done!'

And cries, 'It shall, it shall be done!'
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Laughs at impossibilities and cries, 'It shall be done!'"
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