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PARABLES OF THE CHRISTIAN'S HEART ATTITUDE IN SERVICE


Luke 17:7-10, Matthew 19:23 - 20:16

In the parable of the Wheat and Tares, we saw that Jesus' method of interpreting parables was to identify the nouns, and then all the rest of the story would be clear.  See how this principle applies to the following parables as well:

A.
The Parable of the Unprofitable Servant:  Read Luke 17:7-10

1.
If a man had a slave, what might that slave do all day?  Luke 17:7a

2.
When he had finished that, would the man tell him to do and eat right away?  Luke 17:7b

3.
What would he ask the slave to do first?  Luke 17:8

4.
Would a master feel that he should thank the slave for the things he had done for him?  Luke 17:9

5.
Notice that we are like slaves in relation to God:  If we should do all that He has commanded us to do, would He owe us any thanks?  Luke 17:10a

6.
What would we still be in His sight?  Why?  Luke 17:10b

7.
Is there any such thing as a slave doing more than he should for his master?

B.
The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard:  The Setting:  Matthew 19:23-30

1.
Notice the setting of this parable, Matthew 19:2330.  What had Jesus told the disciples after the rich young ruler went away sorrowful?  Matthew 19:23

2.
What did Peter ask after this teaching?  Matthew 19:27

3.
Notice the answer that Jesus gave, in Matthew 19:28-29.  What statement did He make at the end of this answer?  Matthew 19:30

4.
Notice that the parable immediately follows this statement:

C.
The Story Itself:  Read Matthew 10:1-16

1.
To whom is the kingdom of heaven (or God Himself) compared in this story?  Matthew 20:1

2.
What did this man agree to pay the first set of workers whom he hired?  Matthew 20:2

3.
What did he promise the next four groups of workers?  Matthew 20:4b, 5b, 7b

4.
When evening came, which workers did he pay first?  Matthew 20:8

5.
How much pay did he give them for one hour's work?  Matthew 20:9

6.
When the first workers saw this, what did they expect?  Matthew 20:10a

7.
But what did they get?  Matthew 20:10b

8.
What did they do when this happened?  Matthew 20:11

9.
Of what did the man then remind them?  Matthew 20:13

10.
What did he say was wrong with them?  Matthew 20:15b

11.
On the other hand, what was true of him?  Matthew 20:15c

12.
Which laborers really got more for their labor--those who made a contract with the man, or those who worked without a contract, trusting him to give them what was right?  How were the last first?

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
If I could work every possible moment of every day for God, could I ever begin to repay Him for all He has already done for me?

2.
Am I willing to work unstintingly for God, with no agreement as to my reward, trusting Him to give more than I could ever possibly deserve?
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