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The Life of the Early Church: Ascension through Antioch

THE FIFTH PERSECUTION

Acts 12:1 - 24

Not too long after Peter returned to Jerusalem with the astounding news that God had led him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, another period of persecution against the church began.  See now who started this persecution, and against whom it was especially directed:

A.
The Persecution:  Read Acts 12:1-4

1.
Who was the leader of this persecution?  Acts 12:1 

(This Herod was the son of Herod Antipas who had killed John the Baptist and mocked Christ; and the grandson of Herod the Great, who had killed the children of Bethlehem in an effort to kill Christ.)

2.
What did he do first?  Acts 12:2 

3.
What effect did this have on the Jews?  Acts 12:3a 

4.
Therefore, what did he do next?  Acts 12:3b, 4a

5.
By how many quaternions (sets of four) of soldiers was Peter guarded until he could be brought to trial after Easter (really, the Passover)?  Acts 12:4 

B.
The Church's Response to the Persecution:  Read Acts 12:5

1.
What did the church do while Peter was in prison?  Acts 12:5a 

2.
How did they do this?  Acts 12:5b 

C.
God's Response to the Church:  Read Acts 12:6-11

1.
What was Peter doing the night before his trial and probable execution?  Acts 12:6a

2.
By whom was he guarded?  Acts 12:6b

3.
What suddenly happened?  Acts 12:7a

4.
What three things was Peter told to do?  Acts 12:7b, 8a, 8b

5.
What did Peter think was happening?  Acts 12:9

6.  What four barriers did Peter leave behind as he went?  Acts 12:7b, 6b, 10a, 

7.
What did Peter realize after this?  Acts 12:11 

D.
The Church's Response to God's Answer:  Read Acts 12:12-17

1.
Where did Peter go after this?  Acts 12:12a

2.
What were many of the Christians doing there?  Acts 12:12b

3.
What did they say when they were told that Peter was at the gate?  Acts 12:15a, 15b 

4.
How did they feel when they saw him for themselves?  Acts 12:16 

5.  What did Peter do after telling them what had happened?  Acts 12:17b

E.
The Results of This Persecution:  Read Acts 12:18-24

1.
What did Herod do when he could not find Peter the next day?  

Acts 12:18, 19

2.
What happened to Herod shortly after this?  Acts 12:21-23

3.
What happened to the Christians and their work?  Acts 12:24



QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Have I ever prayed so earnestly and continuously that God worked a miracle in response to my prayer?

2.
What humanly impossible situation is facing me right now, for which God would have me earnestly and continuously seek His face?  (See James 5:16b)
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