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THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN

John, the beloved disciple (one of the “inner circle” with Peter and James), stayed in Jerusalem caring for  Jesus’ mother until her death (John 19:26-27), and then went to Ephesus where he became overseer of a large circle of churches.  His letters were written in his old age, after he had written the gospel of John, probably about A.D. 90.  False teachers called Gnostics had arisen, claiming to know a great deal, but living very wicked lives.  Study the following to see what John said the Christians could know–and how they could recognize these false teachers.

A.  Introduction to John’s Letter: Read 1 John 1:1-4

1.  About Whom was John writing this letter?  1 John 1:1 (last phrase)

2.  Did John seem to KNOW what he was talking about?  1 John 1:1-3a

3.  For what two reasons did he want to tell the people of these things?  1 John

a.  1:3b












b. 1:4












B.  Where the Christian Walks: Read I John 1:5 - 2:11

1.  What message had John heard from Jesus that he was declaring to others now?  1 John 1:5

2.  Therefore, where will one who is really a Christian walk? 1 John 1:6-7

Not




BUT





                                                       

3.
What will he do about his sin?  1 John 1:8, 10; 9

Not




BUT 





                                                       

4.  If a Christian DOES sin, who is his advocate (helper, lawyer) before God, and the propitiation (atoning sacrifice) for his sin? 1 John 2:1-2

5.  What are two other signs that a person knows God and walks with Him?

a.  1John 2:3-6 











b. 1 John 2:9-11










C.  What the Christian Loves: Read 1 John 2:12-17

1. Notice the things which are already true of Christians in their various stages of Christian growth: 1 John 2:12-14.  What are all of them urged not to love?       1 John 2:15a

2. What are they to love, and to seek to do, instead?  1 John 2:15b, 17b

D.  What the Christian Believes: Read 1 John 2:18-29

1.  Against whom did John warn his readers?  1 John 2:18

2.  From where had these leaders come?  1 John 2:19

3.  What were they teaching?  1 John 2:22

4.  What did this teaching prove about them?  1 John 2:23

5.  Through Whom did John say Christians could know whether or not one was teaching the truth?  1 John 2:20, 21, 27

6.  What must they do to make sure they were not led astray by these false teachers, and thus caused to be ashamed before Christ at His coming?          1 John 2:28

E.  Who the Christian Is: Read 1 John 3:1-24

1.
What did John say Christians are? 1 John 3:1a, 2a

2.  What will happen to Christians when Christ appears?  1 John 3:2b

3.  What do Christians do because of this? 1 John 3:3

4.  If one does not do this, but continually practices sin, what does that prove about him?  1 John 3:8-10

5.  Who can cause a Christian to know that God lives in him?  1 John 3:24b

6.  What are two sure proofs that one is a Christian?  1 John 3:14-15, 24a

F.  How the Christian Discovers False Teachers: Read 1 John 4:1-6

1.  What did John say Christians should try to discover about every teacher?  1 John 4:1

2.  What must a person believe and teach if he is really of God?  1 John 4:2-3

3.  What is the relationship between Christians and false teachers?  1 John 4:4

4.  Who listens to these false prophets?  1 John 4:3

5.  But who listens to teachers who are of God?  1 John 4:6

G.  What the Christian Must Do: Read 1 John 4:7-21

1.  What did John urge all Christians to do?  Why?  1 John 4:7a

2.  What does it prove about a person if he does this?  1 John 4:7b

3.  What does it prove if he does not do this?  1 John 4:8

4.  How did God show His great love toward us?  1 John 4:9

5.  What should we therefore do?  1 John 4:11

6.  Although no one has ever seen God, how can one know that God lives in him?   1 John 4:12

7.  What are other ways we can know this?  1 John 4:13, 15

a. 











 

b. 












8.  What is one of the great qualities of true love?  1 John 4:18

9.  What is it that makes it possible for us to love?  1 John 4:19

10. What is the great earthly sign that a person truly loves God?  1 John 4:20-21

H.  Further Proofs of the Christian’s Salvation: Read 1 John 5:1-12

1.  Review some of the proofs that one is a Christian.  1 John 5:1-3.  What new proof is given in 1 John 5:4a?

3. What weapon is used to accomplish this?  1 John 5:4b

4.  What specific thing must one believe in order to overcome the world?  1 John 5:5

5.  What is the final and positive proof that one is a Christian?  1 John 5:11-12

I.  Summary of All These Teachings: Read 1 John 5:13-21

1.  To whom were all these things written?  1 John 5:13a

2.  What should they be able to KNOW as a result of these teachings?  1 John 5:13b

3.  Of what two things should they be confident, as a result? 1 John 5:14, 15

a. 











 

b. 











 

4.  Notice the many other things true believers can KNOW beyond the shadow of a doubt, 1 John 5:18-20, and throughout the book.  The word “know” occurs 32 times in this small letter of 1 John.  Therefore, who would be the REAL “Gnostics” (knowers) of John’s day?

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Has God’s Holy Spirit made ME absolutely sure that I am a child of God, walking in the light in fellowship with Him, not loving the world, nor practicing sin, nor deceived by false teachers – but loving others, keeping His commandments, and overcoming the world through my faith in Jesus Christ, who lives within me?

2.  If not, what must I do to MAKE sure?  1 John 5:12, John 1:12
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