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PARABLES OF ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE END TIME


Matthew 24:36-51, Luke 12:35-48

From the parable of the Ten Virgins, we have seen the importance of this principle:  Don't force the meanings of the details of parables.  If a meaning is right, it will fit without forcing.  Therefore, it is not necessary that we believe that exactly half of those who appear to be waiting for the Lord's coming will be unprepared; or that Jesus will come at midnight; or that because all were called virgins and had lamps and some oil, they were all genuine Christians.  See how this principle can be further applied to the following parables:

A.
The Setting of the Parables:  Read Matthew 24:36-42 (see also Luke 12:1-34)

1.
Notice that in Matthew these parables occur just after Jesus' teachings concerning His second coming, and just before the parable of the Ten Virgins.  What warning immediately precedes these parables?  Matthew 24:42

2.
Notice that Matthew gives only two parables, whereas Luke gives three.

B.
The Parable of the Servants Awaiting Their Absent Master:  Read Luke 12:35-38

1.
Like whom did Jesus say His followers should be?  Luke 12:36a

2.
If they were like this, what would be true of them?  Luke 12:35

3.
What would they therefore be able to do?  Luke 12:36b

4.
How did Jesus describe such servants?  Luke 12:37a, 38b

5.
What would the master do for such servants?  Luke 12:37b

C.
The Parable of Watching Against the Thief:  Read Matthew 24:42-44, Luke 12:39-40

1.
Does a man know at what hour a thief might enter into his house?  Luke 12:39a

2.
If he did, what would he be sure to do?  Luke 12:39b

3.
What do these parables teach us that we should do?  Luke 12:40

D.
The Parable of the Faithful and Unfaithful Waiting Servants:  Read Luke 12:41-48

1.
Notice the question Peter asked after the above parables:  Luke 12:41.  This question was the direct reason for this third parable.  What kind of servant is first described?  Luke 12:42a

2.
What work did his master give him to do?  Luke 12:42b

3.
What did Jesus say would be true of this servant if his master should find him doing this upon his return?  Luke 12:43

4.
What would his master do for him?  Luke 12:44

5.
On the other hand, what might such a servant begin to think?  Luke 12:45a

6.
If he thought this, what might he do?  Luke 12:45b

7.
What would happen to such a servant?  Luke 12:46, Matthew 24:51b

8.
Will all who do not do God's will be punished the same?  Luke 12:47-48

9.
Which ones will be punished most?  Luke 12:47

10.
Why is this true?  Luke 12:48

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
If I would be ready when the Lord comes, when must I be ready?

2.
Are there any activities of my daily life today which I would not want the Lord to find me doing when He comes?
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