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THE SECOND AND THIRD LETTERS OF JOHN

The second and third letters of John are private letters, written personally to individuals who lived in John’s day.  They are all that remains for us of John’s private correspondence, just as Philemon is all that remains of Paul’s.  Study now these two short letters, called by one writer “twin sisters”.

A.  The Second Letter of John: Read II John 1-13

1. To whom was this letter written?  II John 1a

This is thought by some to be a church and its members, but it seems more likely that it was a wealthy lady who lived somewhere near Ephesus.

2.  What had brought great joy to John?  II John 4

3.  What commandment that was originally given by Jesus (John 13:34) and repeated often in I John, is also given to this lady?  II John 5

4.  What is John’s definition of love in this letter?  II John 6

5.  What did John say many people were teaching already in his day?  II John 7a

6.  What did John call such people?  II John 7b

7.  What did he say such teachers prove about themselves?  II John 9a

8.  What two things did John warn this lady not to do to such teachers?  II John 10-11

9.  Why did John not write any more than he did to this lady?  II John 12

B.  The Third Letter of John:
Read III John 1-14

1.  To whom was this letter written?  III John 1a

This may have been the same Gaius whom Paul baptized (I Corinthians 1:14), and the one who was his host (Romans 16:23).  What did John call this man?  III John 1a, 2a, 5a, 11a

2.  What had caused special joy to John concerning this man?  III John 3-4

3.  Therefore, what did John wish for him?  III John 2

4.  What had many preachers of John’s day done for Jesus’ name’s sake?  III John 7

5.  What had Gaius done for such preachers?  II John 5-6

6.  What did John say about such action?  III John 5a, 6b, 8

7.  To whom had John written this message previously?  III John 9a

8.  But who kept his instructions from being obeyed?  III John 9b

9.  What was the trouble with this man?  III John 9c, I Peter 5:3, Colossians 1:18b

10. What two things had he done instead of obeying John’s instructions?  III John

a.  9d, 10b
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11. What did John urge Gaius to follow?  III John 11

12. Who stood out in marked contrast to Diotrephes?  III John 12

13. Why did John not write any more than he did to Gaius?  III John 13-14

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  What word occurs five times in II John 1-4, and six times in III John?

2.  Am I always careful to stand up for the truth – refusing to approve of false teachers, but helping the true ones in every possible way?
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