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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

THE BEGINNING OF THE ERA

Judges 1:1 – 2:5

Although Joshua had led the people of Israel in conquering the kings and the armies of Canaan, many of the common people of the land still lived in their cities.  Read to see what God said should be done with these people, and how the Israelites reacted to God’s commands concerning them:

A.  God’s Instructions Concerning the Heathen:  Read Exodus 23:20-33; Numbers 33:52-56

1. What had God promised the Israelites as He sent them into Canaan?  

Exodus 23, 27, 28

a.  20a, 23a











b.  23c












c.  27a, b












d.  27c












e.  28












2.  Would God do this all at once?  Exodus 23:29

1. How would He do it?  Exodus 23:30

4.  What must Israel do in order to obtain these promises?  Exodus 23:22a, 

32-33a

a.  21a, 22a











b.  32












c.  33a












5.  Why must Israel not let any of the people of the land remain among them?  Exodus 23:33b

6.  What did God warn that these people would be and do if they lived among Israel?

a.  Numbers 33:55b










b.  Numbers 33:55c










B.  Judah’s Response to God’s Commands:  Read Judges 1:1-20

1.  After Joshua’s death, who did the Lord say should begin the fight against the Canaanites?  Joshua 1:1, 2a

2.  What did God promise them before they even began this fight?  Judges 1:2b

3.  What eight places did Judah conquer?  Judges 1:4b-5, 8, 10, 11, 17, 18a-c

(Locate each of these on a map.  Also all places in Section C below.)

4.  What was the two fold result of Judah’s conquests?  Judges 1:19

a.













b.













5.  Could God have given Judah victory over those who had chariots of iron?

6.  Why then could Judah not conquer these people?  (THINK!)

C.  The Other Tribes’ Response to God’s Commands:  Read Judges 1:21-36

1.  What did the other tribes do with the people of the cities they conquered?

a.  Benjamin, 21











b.  Manasseh, 27, 28










c.  Ephraim, 29











d.  Zebulun, 30











e.  Asher, 31, 32











f.   Naphtali, 33











g.  Dan, 34-36











D.  God’s Evaluation of Israel’s Responses:  Read Judges 2:1-5

1.  After these battles, what did the angel of the Lord say the Israelites had done?  Judges 2:2c

2.  Therefore, what did God say would happen in the future?  Judges 2:3

a.













b.













c.













3.  What did the people do when they heard these words?  Judges 2:4

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Did Israel react properly to God’s commands, promises, and warnings concerning their enemies?  What should they have done?  Would this have made any difference?

2. What “enemies” has God commanded me to drive out of my life?  

(See Colossians 3:5-10)  Have I reacted properly to God’s commands, promises, and warnings concerning them?  What may I expect to happen if I do not react properly?  (See Numbers 33:55)
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