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DAVID’S REACTION TO SAUL’S DEATH

2 Samuel 1

Although Saul and his sons had been killed in battle, David did not yet know of this. Discover below how he learned of this news, and what he did afterwards:

A. The Message to David:  Read 2 Samuel 1:1-10

1. How long after David returned to his home in Ziklag from recovering his family and goods from the Amalekites did a messenger come to him?  

2 Samuel 1:1, 2b

      _













2.  Notice two things that were unusual about this messenger:  2 Samuel 1:2c, d
NOTE:   Rent is the past tense of rend:  to tear (clothes) from one’s body.

2. What two things did he do as he approached David?  2 Samuel 1:2e, f

_













3. When David asked where he came from, what did he say?  2 Samuel 1:3

_













4. When David asked him how the battle had gone, what was his reply?

2 Samuel 1:4

      a. _












      b. _












      c. _












5. When David asked how he knew this last to be true, what did he say he had seen Saul doing?  2 Samuel 1:6a

_













6. Notice what had made matters even worse for Saul:  2 Samuel 1:6b

7. Therefore, what had Saul asked this messenger to do, and why?  

2 Samuel 1:9

      _













8. Why had this messenger done what Saul asked?  2 Samuel 1:10a, b

_













9. What two things did he have with him to prove that his story was true?  

2 Samuel 1:10c-e

_













B. David’s Reaction to the Message:  Read 2 Samuel 1:11-16

1. What was David’s first reaction to this news?  2 Samuel 1:11a

_













2. Notice that his men did likewise:  2 Samuel 1:11b.  What three other things did they all do?  2 Samuel 1:12a

_













3. Notice the four groups for whom they thus mourned:  2 Samuel 1:12b

_













4. After finding out who the messenger was, what did David ask him? 

2 Samuel 1:14

      _













5. What did David then command one of his young men to do?  2 Samuel 1:15

_













6. As he did so, notice what David said to the messenger:  2 Samuel 1:16

_













C. David’s Words Following the Message:  Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27

1. After this, what two things did David do?  2 Samuel 1:17, 18

a. _












b. _












2. What two phrases did David use to describe those who were slain in battle?  

2 Samuel 1:19

_













3. Where did he say not to tell this news, and why?  2 Samuel 1:20

_













4. What three things did he ask might not be upon Mt. Gilboa?  2 Samuel 1:21a-c

_













5. Notice why he asked this:  2 Samuel 1:21d, e

6. Did David praise Saul any less than he did Jonathan?  2 Samuel 1:22

_













7. What did David say about both Saul and Jonathan?  2 Samuel 1:23a, e, d

a. _












b. _












c. _












8. On whom did he call to weep for Saul?  2 Samuel 1:24

_













9. What did he call Jonathan?  2 Samuel 1:26a

_













10.What did he say about Jonathan’s love to him?  2 Samuel 1:26c-d

_













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Was David genuinely sorry that Saul was dead?  How could he mourn for his worst enemy just as he did for his best friend?  (See Matthew 5:44)

_












2. Am I genuinely sorry when misfortune or calamity overtakes any of my enemies?  Should I be?  Who could give me the proper attitude at such times?  (See Matthew 5:45-48)

_
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