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A PARABLE OF THE BASIS FOR REWARDS AT THE END TIME


Matthew 25:14-30

In the parable of the Wheat and Tares, Jesus showed that the proper method for interpreting parables is to look for the meaning of nouns, and then the rest of the story will be clear.  See how this principle applies also in the Parable of the Talents:

A.
The Setting of the Parable:  Matthew 24:1 - 25:13

1.
Notice what this parable follows immediately the parable of the Ten Virgins and other teachings in Matthew 24.  What is the subject of all these teachings?  See Matthew 24:27, 37, 39, 42, 44 and 25:13

2.
Therefore, what would you expect this parable to be about?

B.
The Story Itself:  The Servants Receive:  Read Matthew 25:14-15

1.
What did the man in this story decide to do?  Matthew 25:14a, 15b

2.
What did he give to his servants before he left?  Matthew 25:15

3.
What do we usually think of a talent as being?

4.
But what was it in Jesus' day?  Matthew 25:27a

5.
To whom did that which they received belong?  Matthew 25:14b

6.
What determined how much each servant received?  Matthew 25:15b

C.
The Servants Work:  Read Matthew 25:16-18

1.
While the man was away, what did the first two servants do with the money they had received?  Matthew 25:16-17

2. 
What was the percentage of their gain?

3.
What did the third servant do with the money he had received?  Matthew 25:18

D.
The Servants Give Account and Are Rewarded:  Read Matthew 25:19-30

1.
When did the man call his servants to give account to him?  Matthew 25:19

2.
Was there any difference in what the man said to the first servant and the second servant?  Matthew 25:21, 23

3.
For what were the first two servants commended?  Matthew 25:21, 23

4.
What was to be their position in the future?  Matthew 25:21,23

5.
What were they to share from now on?  Matthew 25:21, 23

6.
Was the man satisfied to receive just what he had given to the third servant? 
Matthew 25:25-26

7.
What two things happened to the servant who did not use his master's goods to gain profit for his master?  Matthew 25:28, 30

E.
The Meaning of the Parable:

1.
Notice that the scripture gives no comment whatsoever on the meaning of this parable; but whom do you think the man traveling into a far country would represent?  Matthew 25:14, 13, 31

2.
Whom would his servants represent?  Matthew 25:14, 32

3.
In what way is the unprofitable servant like a professing Christian, who is not really saved?

4.
In what way is he like an unfaithful Christian?

5.
What does this parable teach is the chief basis for rewards at the end time?  Matthew 25:21, 23

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What am I doing with the abilities, money, etc., which God has loaned to me?

2.
Read I John 2:28.  Would I be ashamed to meet Jesus if He should come today?
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