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APPROXIMATE DATES OF EVENTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT ERA

Until about the year A.D. 800, world events were usually dated according to the year of the monarch during whose reign they occurred: thus, the temple in Jerusalem was burned in the eleventh year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.  But about A.D. 800, after a century of struggle on the part of the popes of Rome against the emperors of Constantinople for virtual independence, Pope Hadrian ceased to date events by the year of the reigning emperor, calling a certain day instead, “December 1, of the year 781, under the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, Our God, and Redeemer.”  The Christian world (except for the Greek Church) has dated time ever since from the birth of Christ as figured by Hadrian, shortening the expression to “year of our Lord” (in Latin, Anno Domini, or A.D.).  However, Hadrian made an error in his computation of about four or five years, and we know that Christ was born in the year commonly called 5 or 4 B.C.  Study the dates of other important events of this era, as given below:

The Birth of Christ
About 5 or 4 B.C.

The Beginning of Christ’s Public Ministry
About A.D. 26 or 27

Christ’s Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension
About A.D. 29 or 30

The Stoning of Stephen and Scattering of Christians, Acts 7-98
About A.D. 31 or 32

The Conversion of Saul, Acts 9
About A.D. 31 or 32

Saul’s Three Years in Damascus and Arabia, Acts 9:22, Galatians 1:17

Saul’s First Visit to Jerusalem after His Conversion, Galatians 1:18, Acts 9:26
About A.D. 34 or 35

Saul’s Second Visit to Jerusalem, Acts 11:27-30, 12:25
About A.D. 44

The Book of James was written from Jerusalem
About A.D. 45

Paul’s First Missionary Journey, Acts 13 - 14
About A.D. 45 - 48

The Church Council at Jerusalem, Acts 15
About A.D. 50

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey, Acts 16 - 18
About A.D. 50 - 53

I and II Thessalonians written from Corinth
About A.D. 52

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey, Acts 19 - 20
About A.D. 54 - 57

I and II Corinthians written from Ephesus and Macedonia
About A.D. 57

Galatians and Romans written from Corinth
About A.D. 58

The Gospel of Matthew written from Judea
Between A.D. 50 - 58

Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem, Acts 21
About A.D. 58

Paul’s Imprisonment in Caesarea, Acts 24 - 26
About A.D. 58 - 60

The Gospel of Luke probably written during this period

Paul’s First Imprisonment in Rome, Acts 28 
About A.D. 61 - 63

Philemon, Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians written
About A.D. 62 - 63

The Acts of the Apostles written by Luke from Rome
About A.D. 61 or 62

The Martyrdom of James, Bishop of Jerusalem
About A.D. 61 or 62

The Martyrdom of Matthias, who had replaced Judas Iscariot
About A.D. 61 or 64

Paul’s Temporary Release from Prison for about Five Years
About A.D. 63 - 68

I Timothy written probably from Macedonia
About A.D. 65

Titus written probably from Ephesus on the way to Nicopolis
About A.D. 66

Hebrews written 
Between A.D. 62 and 68, certainly before A.D. 70

The Gospel of Mark written probably from Rome
Between A.D. 62 - 70

I Peter written from Babylon
About A.D. 63 - 66

II Peter written from some point between Babylon and Rome
About A.D. 64 - 67

John the beloved Apostle’s move to Ephesus in Asia Minor
About A.D. 66

Paul’s Second Imprisonment at Rome
About A.D. 68

II Timothy written
About A.D. 68

Paul’s Martyrdom at Rome by Beheading
About A.D. 68

Peter’s Martyrdom at Rome by Crucifixion
About A.D. 68

The Destruction of Jerusalem Including the Temple
A. D. 70

The Martyrdom of All the Other Apostles except John
Within a few years after this

The Gospel of John, I, II, and III John written from Ephesus
About A.D. 90

The Revelation written from the Isle of Patmos
About A.D. 96

John’s Death, after a Life of Martyrdom
About A.D. 98 - 100
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