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EARLY EVENTS DURING SOLOMON’S REIGN


1 Kings 3; 2 Chronicles 1:2 - 13

Now that Solomon’s enemies were all put down, he was free to reign without interference from others.  Discover now some of the first events of his reign:

A.
Solomon’s Relationship with Pharaoh:  Read 1 Kings 3:1

1.
What did Solomon do with Pharaoh, king of Egypt?  1 Kings 3:1a

1. “Affinity” means relationship by marriage.  Notice how he did this: 

1 Kings 3:1b.

2. Where did Solomon take his wife to live until his own house was built? 

1 Kings 3:1c, d

B.
Spiritual Conditions During Solomon’s Early Reign:  Read 1 Kings 3:2, 3

1.
What did the people of Israel do because there was no house built for the Lord? 1 Kings 3:2

3. Notice that Solomon also did this: 1 Kings 3:3c.  Yet what was true of him?  

1 Kings 3:3a, b

C.
Solomon’s Experience at Gibeon:  Read 1 Kings 3:4-15; 2 Chronicles 1:2-13

1.
Why did Solomon go to Gibeon?  1 Kings 3:4a, b; 2 Chronicles 1:2-4

2.
What did he do there?  1 Kings 3:4c; 2 Chronicles 1:5, 6

4. What two things happened as Solomon slept that night? 1 Kings 3:5; 

2 Chronicles 1:7
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5. Notice Solomon’s reasoning as he considered what to ask: 1 Kings 3:6-8; 

2 Chronicles 1:8, 9.  What was his main concern?

5.
Therefore, for what did he ask?  1 Kings 3:9; 2 Chronicles 1:10

6.
How did the Lord feel about what Solomon had asked?  1 Kings 3:10

7.
Because he had asked this rather than something just for himself, what did God say He would do?  1 Kings 3:11, 12a; 2 Chronicles 1:11,12a

8.
Notice the extent to which this would be true: 1 Kings 3:12b-d.

9.
What two other things did God also promise to give him?  1 Kings 3:13a

2. How would he compare with other kings all of his life?  1 Kings 3:13b; 

2 Chronicles 1:12b-d

11.What else did God promise to do for him, if he would walk in His ways as David had done? 1 Kings 3:14

12.
After this dream, where did Solomon go, and what did he do?  

1 Kings 3:15a-c

13.
What two kinds of offerings did he make there?  1 Kings 3:15d, e

14.
What else did he do there?  1 Kings 3:15f

D.
A Test of Solomon’s Wisdom:  Read 1 Kings 3:16-28

1.
Who then came before the king?  1 Kings 3:16

2.
Read the story that one of them told the king: 1 Kings 3:17-22.  Would it be easy to decide which of the women was telling the truth?  (THINK!)

3.
After considering their case, what did Solomon ask to have brought to him?  1 Kings 3:23, 24

4.
What did he then command should be done?  1 Kings 3:25

5.
Notice the reactions his command produced: 1 Kings 3:26.  What did Solomon know from these reactions?  1 Kings 3:27

6.
Who heard of this decision of Solomon?  1 Kings 3:28a

7.
What happened as a result of this?  1 Kings 3:28b

8.
What did they realize because of this decision?  1 Kings 3:28c

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Did it pay Solomon to want most of all to be able to do well what God had chosen him to do? (See 1 Kings 3:9, 12, 28, 4:29, 31a)

_












2. What is my chief concern in life?  For what would I have asked?  For what do 

I most frequently ask God?  Is God pleased with my requests?  Can He grant them?
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