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GOD'S PROMISES TO ABRAM AND HIS REACTION TO THEM

Genesis 15 and 16

At least twice God had made promises to Abram.  First, that He would make of him a great nation (Genesis 12:2), and second, that He would make his seed as the dust of the earth.  See now what took place after Abram had delivered Lot, and Abram's reaction to these events:

A.  God's Third Great Promise to Abram:  Read Genesis 15:1-6

1.  How did God speak to Abram at this time?  Genesis 15:1a

2.  What two ideas were included in His message?  Genesis 15:1b

a.













b.













THINK  how each of these might be related to the events which had just taken place.

3.  What was Abram especially concerned about at this time?  Genesis 15:2a, 3a

4.  Who did he think would probably be his heir?  Genesis 15:2b, 3b

5.  What did God say to him concerning this?  Genesis 15:4b, c

6.  What further promise did God make to him at this time?  Genesis 15:5

7.  What was Abram's reaction to God's promises?  Genesis 15:6a

8.  What did God do for Abram because of his faith?  Genesis 15:6b

B.  God's Fourth Great Promise To Abram:  Read Genesis 15:7-21  

1.  About what was Abram still concerned?  Genesis 15:7, 8

2.  After Abram had made a sacrifice to God (Genesis 15:7-11), what did God cause to happen to him?  Genesis 15:12

3.  Then what did God tell Abram about the future of his descendant?

a.  Genesis 15:13a (Two items)








b.  Genesis 15:13b










c.  Genesis 15:14a










d.  Genesis 15:14b










e.  Genesis 15:16










4.  What two boundaries did God set to the land He had promised Abram?  Genesis 15:18

5.  Notice the names of the peoples his descendants would replace:  Genesis 15:19-21.  How many were included?

C.  Abram's Behavior After All These Promises:  Read Genesis 16

1.  How long did Abram live in Canaan without having any children?  Genesis 16:3b












2.  At the end of this time, what did Sarai, Abram's wife, suggest that he do in order to have children?  Genesis 16:2

3. How did Sarai's maid feel toward her after Abram had done this?  

Genesis 16:4











4.  Therefore, what did Sarai realize about this plan?  Genesis 16:5a

5.  When Sarai dealt harshly with her maid, what did the maid do?  Genesis 16:6

6.  But what did the Angel of the Lord tell Hagar to do?  Genesis 16:9

7.  What did He promise her?  Genesis 16:10

8. What did He tell her to name her son who was to be born, and why? 

Genesis 16:11











9. What kind of man did the Angel of the Lord say her son would be?  

Genesis 16:12











10.What did she call the name of the Lord that spoke to her?  Genesis 16:13

11.How old was Abram when Hagar’s son was born?  Genesis 16:15, 16

NOTE:  Observe in your future studies any references to the descendants of this son, the Ishmaelites.

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Did God lead Abram and Sarai to use this method of getting a son?  Is it likely that He approved of this method?  What should they have done concerning the promises God had given them?  (See Psalm 37:7a)

2.  What is my reaction to God's promises to me?  Do I ever become impatient, and try to hurry Him up, or help Him out?
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