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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

ABIMELECH: THE SELF-APPOINTED JUDGE

Judges 8:33 – 9:57

After Gideon’s great victory with his small army using seemingly ineffective weapons, he continued to judge Israel until his death.  See now what happened following this:

A.  Abimelech’s Great Desire:  Read Judges 8:33 – 9:3

1. What three things did Israel do as soon as Gideon was dead?  

Judges 8:33-35

a.













b.













c.













2.  Notice how this last event came about: Which son of Gideon especially wanted to rule over Israel?  Judges 9:1, 2

3.  Whom did he ask to help him?  Judges 9:1a

4.  To whom did they go for further help?  Judges 9:3

B.  Abimelech’s Method of Obtaining His Desire:  Read Judges 9:4-6, 16-21

1.  What two things did Abimelech do to accomplish his goal?  Judges 9:4b, 5

a.













b.













2.  What did the men of Shechem then do?  Judges 9:6

3.  Did Abimelech use right ways to gain his goal?  Judges 9:19 and THINK!
4.  Therefore, what did Jotham, Abimelech’s one brother who escaped his cruelty, ask might happen to both Abimelech and those who had helped him?  Judges 9:20

C.  The Results of Abimelech’s Action:  Read Judges 9:22-57

1. How long was Abimelech allowed to enjoy what he had wrongly obtained?

Judges 9:22

2.  After this, what did God do?  Judges 9:23a

3.  Therefore, what did the men of Shechem do?  Judges 9:23b, 25

a.












b.












4.  In whom did the men of Shechem then place confidence?  Judges 9:26

5.  What did they do concerning Abimelech?  Judges 9:27b

6.  What did the new leader of Shechem ask Abimelech to do?  Judges 9:29b

7.  What did he himself then do?  Judges 9:31b

8.  Therefore, what did Zebul, Abimelech’s chief officer, advise Abimelech to do?

a.  Judges 9:32











b.  Judges 9:33a










9.  Did Abimelech do this?  Judges 9:34

10.When Gaal noticed Abimelech’s forces coming against the city, what did Zebul tell him he must do?  Judges 9:38b

11.What happened on the first day of the battle?  Judges 9:40

12.And what happened on the next day?  Judges 9:45

13.After this, where did the men of the tower of Shechem go?  Judges 9:46

14.What did Abimelech then do to them?  Judges 9:49

15.When he tried to do the same to those in a tower at Thebez

(Judges 9:50-52), what two things happened to him?  Judges 9:53, 54

a.













b.













16.Why did God allow these things to happen to Abimelech and the men of Shechem?  Judges 9:56, 57, 24

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Did God approve of Abimelech’s actions?  Why did Abimelech live as he did?  (See Jeremiah 17:9, 10)  Did it pay him to do wrong in order to get what he wanted?

2.  Does God ever approve of doing wrong to get one’s desire, or of helping others to do so?  What may I expect to happen to me if I ever behave in such a manner?
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