2  Bible Discoveries: God in my Life Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person
3  Bible Discoveries: Teachings of Christ in the NT Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person

SUMMARY OF THE STUDY OF PARABLES

A.
Great Principles of Interpreting Parables:

1.
Each parable has one central teaching, and one only.

2.
In order to discover this central teaching, be sure to notice all three parts of the parable:  The Setting, The Story Itself, and The Scripture Comment on the Meaning of the Parable (especially the meaning of nouns).

3.
Some details of parables have spiritual meaning, and some do not; details have spiritual meaning only as related to the central teaching.

4.
Do not base doctrines on details of parables alone, but on all teaching of scripture on a given subject.

5.
Study parables with one purpose -- to find lessons for your own daily life.

B.
Commonly Held Central Teachings of Parables Included in This Study:

1.
The Sower:  The importance of hearing the Word of God with an open heart.

2.
The Growing Seed:  The mysterious growth of God's Kingdom.

3.
The Mustard Seed:  The growth of God's kingdom from a very small beginning to a large ending.

4.
The Leaven:  The growth of God's kingdom until it penetrates all parts of the world.

5.
The Hidden Treasure:  The great value of God's kingdom to one who discovers it suddenly.

6.
The Pearl of Great Price:  The great value of God's kingdom to one who has it been seeking for a long time.

7.
The Man Building a Tower, and The King Going to War:  The necessity of counting the cost before becoming a Christian.

8.
The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, and The Lost Son:  God's Concern over the lost, and His joy at their salvation.

9.
The Pharisees and the Publican:  The necessity of humbling oneself before God in order to be saved.

10.
The Two Debtors: great love toward Jesus because He has forgiven us for so much.

11.
The Unforgiving Servant:  The necessity of forgiving others, because God has forgiven us for so much.
12.
The Lowest Seats at the Feast:  The necessity of humility toward others.

13.
The Good Samaritan:  The necessity of loving even those who don't love you.

14.
The Father's Gifts:  God's desire to give good things.
15.
The Friend at Midnight, and The Judge and the Widow:  The necessity of keeping on asking in prayer.

16.
The Rich Fool:  The foolishness of living selfishly, for this life, and not providing for eternity.
17.
The Unprofitable Servant:  The importance of doing all one can for God, since He has done so much for us.

18.
The Laborers in the Vineyard:  The necessity of working for God with no agreement as to reward, trusting Him to give more than one could ever possibly deserve.

19.
The Watching Porter:  The necessity of watching faithfully for Jesus' return.

20.
The Ten Virgins:  The necessity of being ready for Jesus' return.

21.
The Servants Awaiting Their Master, and Watching Against the Thief:  The necessity of being ready because of the unknown time of Jesus' return.

22.
The Faithful and Unfaithful Waiting Servants:  The necessity of correct daily behavior in view of the unknown time of Jesus' return.

23.
The Wheat and the Tares:  The co-existence of good and evil in the world until the end of the age.

24.
The Drag-Net:  The final separation of people at the end of the age into two groups:  good and evil.

25.
The Talents:  Equal rewards for equal faithfulness in service.

26.
The Pounds:  Varying rewards for varying faithfulness in service.

27.
The Rich Man and Lazarus:  The eternal, unchangeable results of choices made in earthly life.
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