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Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person

THE CHRISTIAN'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE LAW


Matthew 5:17-48, Luke 6:27-36

Jesus continued His sermon on the mountain with a discussion of his own relationship to the Old Testament Law, commonly called the Law of Moses, and what He expected from His followers in this regard.  See what you can learn about this below:

A.
A General Statement Concerning the Law:  Read Matthew 5:17-20

1.
What did Jesus say He had not come to do to the Law?  Matthew 5:17a

2.
Rather, what had He come to do?  Matthew 5:17b

3.
What did He say would happen to one who breaks (or does away with, or relaxes) one of the least commandments, and teaches men so?  Matthew 5:19a

4.
But what will happen to the one who both does and teaches these commandments?  Matthew 5:19b

5.
What group of people thought that they were the most righteous people of Jesus' day?  Matthew 5:20

6.
These people were very careful to keep to the letter every requirement of the Old Testament law, and also many traditions which their elders had made since that time.  Yet what did Jesus say about their righteousness?  Matthew 5:20

B.
Specific Examples from the Law:  Read Matthew 5:21-48, Luke 6:27-36

1.
What was the simple statement of the law concerning murder?  Matthew 5:21, Exodus 20:13, Deuteronomy 5:17; 16:18

2.
Who did Jesus say deserved the same punishment as a murderer?  Matthew 5:22

3.
Therefore, what should a Christian do if he realizes that someone has something against him?  Matthew 5:23-24

4.
What was the simple statement of the law concerning adultery?  Matthew 5:27, Exodus 20:14, Deuteronomy 5:18

5.
How did Jesus say it was possible for a person to commit this sin?  Matthew 5:28

6.
What two members of the body might especially tempt a person to commit such a sin?  Matthew 5:29a, 30a

7.
What did Jesus teach that it would be better to do than to allow this to happen?  Matthew 5:29-30

8.
What two other ways did Jesus say it was possible to commit this sin?  Matthew 5:32

9.
Compare the teaching of the law concerning swearing (Leviticus 19:12, Numbers 30:2) with what the jewish leaders had been teaching:  Matthew 5:33

10.
But is everyday swearing good?  Exodus 20:7  Or necessary?  Matthew 5:34-37

11.
What had the law said concerning retribution for evil?  Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 24:20, Deuteronomy 19:21

12.
But did this mean that individuals were to retaliate (get even) against those who wronged them?  Matthew 5:39-42, I Peter 2:23, Isaiah 53:7

13.
What had the law said concerning one's neighbors?  Matthew 5:43a, Leviticus 19:18

14.
What had the Jewish leaders taught that this meant concerning their enemies (especially the Gentiles)?  Matthew 5:43b

15.
But what four things did Jesus say God really meant for people to do to their enemies?  Matthew 5:44

16.
By so doing, whose example would they be following?  Matthew 6:45-48

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
When God gave the Old Testament Law, was He concerned only about man's outward behavior, or was He also concerned about his inner attitudes, as Jesus was?  Deuteronomy 6:6, 5:29

2.
Do I seek to keep my inner attitudes pleasing to God?  Or am I concerned only about my outward behavior?  See Proverbs 4:23, Matthew 15:18-19
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