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JOSIAH, FIFTEENTH KING OF JUDAH

2 Kings 22:/ 2 Chronicles 34:1-18/23:24-25

As a result of Manasseh’s and Amon’s sins, the nation Judah was plunged to her all-time low thus far.  Study the life of Amon’s son, Josiah, to see just how low the nation had fallen, and what the new king did about it:

A.  The Beginning of Josiah’s Reign:  Read 2 King2 22:1-2, 2 Chronicles 24:1-3a

1.  How old was Josiah when he began to reign?  2 Kings 22:1a

2.  How long did he reign?  2 Kings 22:1b

3.  What king of king was he?  2 Kings 22:2

4.  How did he compare with the other kings of Judah before and after him?       2 Kings 23:25

5.  What did he do in the eighth year of his reign, when he was only 16?  2 Chronicles 34:3a

B.  Josiah’s First Great Project:  Read 2 Chronicles 34:3b-7

1.  What did Josiah begin to do in his twelfth year, when he was only 20?                   2 Chronicles 34:3b

2.  Notice how far he went in carrying out this work?  2 Chronicles 34:6-7

3.  How long did ti take to complete this work?  Compare 2 Chronicles 34:3b with 8a

C.  Josiah’s Second Great Project:  Read 2 Kings 22:3-8,  2 Chronicles 34:8-15

1.  What did Josiah begin to do in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he was 26?  2 Chronicles 34:8b

2.  Where had they gotten the money for this?  2 Chronicles 34:9b

3.  When they gave the money to the workmen, what did they do?  3 Chronicles 34:12a

4.  What happened as they were going about the work of repairing the temple?          2 Chronicles 34:14b

5.  To whom did Hilkiah the priest gave this?  2 Chronicles 34:15

6.  What two things did he then do with the book?  2 Chronicles 34:16a, 18b

D.  Josiah’s Reaction to God’s Word:  Read 2 Kings 22:9-13, 2 Chronicles 34:16-21

1.  What did Josiah do when he heard the words of the book?  2 Chronicles 34:19

2.  What had he realized as these words were read?  2 Chronicles 34:21c

3.  Therefore, what was coming upon his people?  2 Chronicles 34:21b

4.  From these facts, we believe that the passage read was probably Deuteronomy 28-30, which tells of all the judgments which would come upon Israel if they turned away from God.  Therefore, what did Josiah ask his leaders to do?  2 Chronicles 34:21a

E.  God’s Message to Josiah:  Read 2 Kings 22:14-20, 2 Chronicles 34:22-28

1.  What did Huldah the prophetess say about the promised judgments?              2 Chronicles 34:24

2.  What would these judgments come upon Judah?  2 Chronicles 34:25

3.  What did God say concerning Josiah’s reaction to God’s Word?  2 Chronicles 34:28

4.  What was God going to do to him before these judgments should fall?           2 Chronicles 34:28

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  What effect did Josiah’s seeking God have upon himself and upon his nation?

2.  Have I begun yet to seek the Lord?  Has my seeking Him had any effect on the sin around me?  On my attitude toward God’s House and God’s Word?    2 Chronicles 34:3a-c
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