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PRIVATE 


THE CHRISTIAN'S RELATIONSHIP TO RELIGIOUS ACTS


Matthew 6:1-18

All religions include certain outward actions as expressions of worship.  Notice what Jesus said in His great sermon on the mountain about these outward actions:

A.
The General Principle Concerning All Such Acts:  Read Matthew 6:1

1.
What did Jesus warn must not be a Christian's reason for doing good or pious or right deeds?  Matthew 6:1a

2.
What will happen if a person does do good deeds for this reason?  Matthew 6:1b

B.
The Principle Applied to Giving Alms:  Read Matthew 6:2-4

1.
What did the hypocrites of Jesus' day do when they gave alms (charitable gifts)?  Matthew 6:2b

2.
Why did they do this?  Matthew 6:2c

3.
Will they get any other reward for giving these gifts?  Matthew 6:2d

4.
Should a Christian's giving be done in this way?  Matthew 6:2a

5.
How should his giving be done?  Matthew 6:3-4a

6.
Even though it is done in this way, who will see it?  Matthew 6:4b

7.
And what will He do?  Matthew 6:4c

C.
The Principle Applied to Praying:  Read Matthew 6:5-15

1.
How did the hypocrites of Jesus' day pray?  Matthew 6:5b

2.
Why did they pray this way?  Matthew 6:5c

3.
Will they get any other reward for their prayers?  Matthew 6:5c

4.
Should Christians follow their example in praying?  Matthew 6:5a

5.
Rather, how should they pray?  Matthew 6:6a

6.
Who will see and hear such prayers?  Matthew 6:6b

7.
What else will He do?  Matthew 6:6c

8.
How did the heathen of Jesus' day (and still today) pray?  Matthew 6:7a

9.
Why did they do this?  Matthew 6:7b

10.
Should Christians pray in this manner?  Matthew 6:7a, 8a

11.
Why is this not necessary?  Matthew 6:8b

12.
Notice the model prayer which Jesus gave in Matthew 6:9-13.  Have you ever heard it used as a vain (empty, useless or worthless) repetition?

D.
The Principle Applied to Fasting:  Read Matthew 6:16-18

1.
What did the hypocrites of Jesus' day do when they were fasting (doing without food, usually to pray)?  Matthew 6:16c

2.
Why did they do this?  Matthew 6:16c

3.
Would they receive any other reward for their fasting?  Matthew 6:16d

4.
Should Christians behave in this way when they fast?  Matthew 6:16a

5.
Rather, what should they do?  Matthew 6:17-18a

6.
Who will know about their fasting even if they do this?  Matthew 6:18b

7.
What will He do about it?  Matthew 6:18c

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
For whose sake should all religious acts be performed?  Colossians 3:23-24

2.
What is my motive in giving, praying, and any other religious acts I do?
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