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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

EVENTS DURING THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES

Judges 17 - 21

Throughout the times of the judges, life in Israel was lived on a very low plane.  Several examples of such life are given in the last chapters of the book of Judges:

A.  Conditions in Micah’s Family:  Read Judges 17

1. What had Micah done with a large amount of his mother’s money?  

Judges 17:1, 2










2.  When he returned it, what did she do with part of it?  Judges 17:3, 4

3.  What did Micah do after this?  Judges 17:5

4.  Who did Micah later secure to be his priest?  Judges 17:6-12

5.  What did he believe would happen because of this?  Judges 17:13

B.  Conditions Among the Danites:  Read Judges 18

1. Who recognized the above Levite’s voice, and asked counsel of him?  

Judges 18:1-6

2.  After spying out a land and returning with soldiers (Judges 18:7-13), what did these men do?  Judges 18:14-20

3.  When Micah objected, did they return the stolen items?  Judges 18:21-26

4.  After capturing a city, what did the Danites do?  Judges 18:27-31

C.  Conditions Among the Benjamites:  Read Judges 19

1.  In those days, what did the concubine (secondary wife) of one Levite do?  Judges 19:1, 2

2.  When the Levite went to get her and was returning (Judges 19:3-13), in what city did he lodge?  Judges 19:14, 15

3.  Though one man invited him into his house (Judges 19:16-21), notice what other men of the city wanted to do: Judges 19:22.  This homosexual sin is called “sodomy” after the men of Sodom, who also had practiced such acts.

4.  Notice what the man did to pacify his would-be attackers: Judges 19:23-25.  But what happened as a result of this?  Judges 19:26-28b

5.  After returning to his home, what did the Levite do with his concubine?  Judges 19:29

6.  Notice what those who saw this said about that deed: Judges 19:30

D.  The Response of Israel to These Conditions:  Read Judges 20

1.  What did the Israelites do after this?  Judges 20:1, 2

2.  After hearing the Levite’s account of this deed (Judges 20:3-7), what did Israel decide to do?  Judges 20:9

3.  What did they ask the tribe of Benjamin to do?  Judges 20:13a

4.  What did the Benjamites do instead?  Judges 20:13b-14

1. What did the people of Israel do three times in the course of the war?

Judges 20:18, 23, 27, 28

6.  After the 3-day war, how many of Benjamites remained alive?  Judges 20:47

E.  Israel’s Provision for the Benjamites:  Read Judges 21

1. Before the war against Benjamin, what had all the Israelites sworn?

Judges 21:1

2.  What would therefore happen, unless the Benjamites were able to get wives?  Judges 21:3b

3.  Notice what Israel did to provide wives for the Benjamites: Judges 21:4-24

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Did the writer of Judges feel that the behavior of the Israelites was right?

(See Judges 17:6, 18:1a, 19:1a, 21:25)   Did God feel that it was right?

2.  Is it enough for me today to do that which is right in my own eyes?  What might keep me from being fully aware of what is right? (See 1 Timothy 4:2b.)  What else do I need besides my conscience to help me do right in God’s sight?  (See Psalm 119:9, 11)
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