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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

SUMMARY OF THE OTHER APOSTLES' LIVES AND WORK

Another great question left unanswered by the Book of Acts is, "What happened to the other apostles?  Where did they labor, and how did they die?"  Study the following to see what is said in Scripture concerning them, and some of the outstanding facts which may be gleaned from secular history about their lives and work:

A.
The Work of Those Named James:
1.
What happened to James the brother of John, and the son of Zebedee--one of  the three in Jesus' "inner circle"--about twelve years after Jesus' ascension?  Acts 12:1, 2

2.
What other of Jesus' original twelve apostles was also named James?  Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Acts 1:13

3.
Note:  This James was also called James the Less (Mark 15:40), probably because he was younger  or shorter of stature than James the brother of John.  Nothing is certainly known of this apostle's work, but he is credited with having preached in Egypt, and a strong tradition exists in Spain that  Christianity  was established there by a St. James, who seems to have been this James.

4.
What other James is mentioned in the Bible?  Galatians 1:19

5.
Some feel that this James is the same as James the Less because he is here called an apostle.  But what is said of the Lord's brothers in John 7:5?

6.
This makes it seem very unlikely that James the Lord's brother was one of the original twelve.  Also see Acts 1:13,14, where James the Less or the son of Alphaeus is listed among the eleven, and Jesus' brethren are listed separately, as though none of them was among the eleven.

7.
What wonderful privilege was given shortly after Jesus' resurrection to a man named James?  1 Corinthians 15:7

8.
Notice that he seems to be distinguished from the twelve.  This seems to indicate that he was not one of the apostles, and therefore probably a separate person from James the Less.

9.
Whether or not these two men were the same, where do we certainly know that James the Lord's brother labored for many years?  Acts 12:17; 15:4a, 13; Galatians 1:18,19, 2:1, 9; Acts 21:17,18

10.
What position did this James seem to have in the church at Jerusalem?  Acts 12:17, 15:13; Galatians 2:9; Acts 21:18

11.
Reliable historians such as Eusebius, Clement and Hegesippus say that he continued in this position of leadership for about 30 years, until A.D. 61 or 62 when he was martyred.  His enemies, having condemned him in their council, gave him opportunity to renounce his Lord from the top of the temple in the presence of all the people.  But instead, he cried out, "Why do ye ask me respecting Jesus, the son of man?  He is now sitting in the heaven, on the right hand of great power, and is about to come on the clouds of heaven."  At this the crowds below cried out loudly, "Hosanna to the Son of David!"  And the enraged scribes and Pharisees rushed upon him and threw him down the temple steps.  But he was not killed at once, and rising to his knees prayed fervently for his murderers, until a man in the crowd killed him with a fuller's stick.    

12.
It was probably this James, the brother of the Lord, also called James the Just and "camel-knee James" since his knees were made callous from kneeling, who wrote the Epistle (letter) of James.  Yet what did he call himself?  

James 1:1

B.
The Work of Simon Peter:

1.
In what places do we certainly know that Peter labored after Jesus' ascension?  Acts 2:14, 9:32b, 36a, 10:24a, Galatians 2:11

6. To what people did he write a letter, whom he had evidently visited?  

1 Peter 1:1

3.
Where was he when he wrote this letter?  1 Peter 5:13

4.
What two well-known men were there with him?  1 Peter 5:12a, 13b

5.
There is a tradition that Peter was the first Bishop of Rome.  However, did he seem to be there when Paul wrote to the Romans, or when he wrote his letters from Rome?  Romans 15:3-15, Philippians 4:22, Colossians 4:14

6.
Irenaeus and Tertullian, very reliable men, both assert that Peter died at Rome.  Tradition says he was crucified head downwards at his own request, since he felt himself unworthy to suffer in the same manner as his Lord.

C.
The Work of the Other Apostles:

Very little is certainly known of the work of the other apostles (except John, see below), but the following traditions are interesting to note:

Thomas undoubtedly went to India, since there are about 200,000 Christians in the South of India today who trace their worship to the teaching and apostolic customs of Thomas.

Philip is credited with having gone to Phrygia in Asis Minor, together with his sister Mariamne and his long-time friend Nathanael Bartholomew, and freed the city of Hierapolis from worshipping a huge snake.

Nathanael Bartholomew is said to have gone after this to Lycaonia in Asia Minor and to Albanople in Armenia, where he was cruelly crucified.  Another legend says he preached in the part of India bordering on Ethiopia, either before or after the stay in Hierapolis.

Matthew or Levi probably stayed in Jerusalem with the other apostles for the first few years after the ascensian, and there are no certain records as to his journeys after that.  A fourth-century historian speaks of him as preaching in Ethiopia or Arabia.

Simon Zelotes or the Zealot is said to have gone to the British Isles.

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, is credited with having labored to the north of Asis Minor, travelling as far as Persia, South Russia, and Siberia, and then returning through northern Asia Minor to the various provinces of Greece to Potraca in Achaia (southeren Greece), where he was crucified on a decussate (shaped like an X) cross.  He is said to have remained alive for two days, preaching to the people from his cross.  This cross was used in the ancient flags of Burgundy, Austria, Russia and Scotland, and is seen today in the flags of the United Kingdom of Britain, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa.

Judas Lebbaeus Thaddaeus, may have preached in Arabia, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Persia, but no certain account remains.  The book of Jude may have been written by him, although in Jude 17, 18 the author seems to exclude himself from the group of the apostles.  Therefore, it was probably written by Judas the brother of Christ.

Matthias, who was chosen to take the place of Judas Iscariot, is said to have labored first in Judea and then in Cappadocia, where he was martyred about A.D. 16 or 64.

D.
The Work of John:
1.
What task was given to John the beloved disciple in the closing moments before Jesus' death?  John 19:26, 27

2.
All historians agree that John stayed in Jerusalem fulfilling this sacred trust until after the death of Mary.  He then went to Asia Minor, possibly about A.D. 66, and made his headquarters in Ephesus.  You will learn more about his life there from the studies in Revelation which follow.

3.
John wrote five books of the Bible: one gospel, three epistles and Revelation.

4.
John is the only apostle who did not die a martyr's death, but  he lived a martyr's life  (See Revelation 1:9 for the one event of his very old age).

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Which of the apostles encountered the least difficulty in serving his Lord?

2.
Am I willing to lay down my life for my Lord, or to serve Him virtually unknown, or to work publicly for Him for years, as He sees fit?

** Use chart on page 49
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