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ZEDEKIAH, NINETHEENTH KING OF JUDAH

2 Kings 24:18 – 25:21; Jeremiah 52:1-27; 2 Chronicles 36:11-20a

In the first 11 ½ years following Josiah’s death, two of his sons and one grandson ruled over Judah.  Now see what happened in the next few years, as a third son of Josiah ruled:

A.  Zedekiah’s Early Reign:  Read 2 Kings 24:18-20, Jeremiah 52:1-3; 2 Chronicles 36:11-16:

1.  How long did Zedekiah reign in Jerusalem?  2 Kings 24:18b

2.  What kind of king was he?  2 Kings 24:19

3.  What special sins was he guilty of?  2 Chronicles 36:12b, 13c, d
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4.  What two things did the chief of the priests and the people do during his reign?  

a.  2 Chronicles 36:14a










b.  2 Chronicles 36:14a









5.  What did God do because of His great compassion on the people and on His dwelling-place?  2 Chronicles 36:15

6.  Yet in what three ways did the people respond?  2 Chronicles 36:16a, b, c

7.  What finally happened? 2 Chronicles 36:16d-e

8.  Because of this, what did Zedekiah then do?  2 King 24:20a, c

9.  What made this such a terrible thing to do?  2 Chronicles 36:13a-b

B.  Zedekiah’s Later Reign:  Read 2 Kings 25:1-7, Jeremiah 39:1-7, 52:4-11, 
2 Chronicles 36:17a:

1.  What happened toward the end of Zedekiah’s ninth year as king?  2 Kings 25:1, 

2 Chronicles 36:17a

2.  How long did this siege continue?  2 Kings 25:2-3a

3.  What condition existed in the city by this time?  2 Kings 25:3

4.  What did God, through Jeremiah, advise Zedekiah to do?  Jeremiah 38:17-23

5.  When he refused, and a breach was made in the city (Jeremiah 39:2-3), what did all the men of war and the king do?  2 Kings 25:4

6.  What two things did the enemy then do?  2 Kings 25:5a, b

7.  What happened to all Zedekiah’s army?  2 Kings 25:5c

8.  To whom was the king taken for judgment?  2 Kings 25:6 (Locate the place to which he was taken: Jeremiah 52:9)

9.  What four things did they then do to Zedekiah?  2 Kings 25:7a, b, c-d, Jeremiah 52:11d
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C.  Later Events:  Read 2 Kings 25:8-21, Jeremiah 39:8-10, 52:12-27, 
2 Chronicles 36:17b-20a:

1.  About a month after Zedekiah’s capture, who came to Jerusalem?  2 Kings 25:8

2.  What terrible things did he and his men do there?  2 Kings 25:9-15
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d.  13, 16-17











e.  14-15












3.  Then what was done with the chief priest, 11 other officials, and 60 other men?  
2 Kings 25:18-21

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Why did such terrible destruction come to Judah and Jerusalem?  What was God’s attitude toward Zedekiah right up through the siege?  2 Chronicles 36:15-16

2.  Am I proud and rebellious against God?  Is He still sending messages to me to try to get me to repent and turn to Him?  How have I responded to His words, and His messengers? How does God feel toward me because of my responses?
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