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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

ACTIVITIES IN JUDAH CONTINUED 

 Ezra 5 – 6

Cyrus’ decree was given in 538 B. C., and the Jews began work on the temple in the second year of their coming to Jerusalem, or about 536B. C.  Then because of the opposition of their enemies, the work ceased until the second year of Darius, 520 B.C.  So about 16 years had passed since the work began.  See now what happened next:

A.  The Activities of God’s People:  Read Ezra 5:1-2, Haggai 1:1-15:

1.  After the work had been stopped for some years—probably about 15—what did two prophets do?  Ezra 5:1

2.The message of the first of these is recorded in Haggai 1:1-15.  On what day was this first message given?  Haggai 1:1

3.  What did this prophet say God had sent to the Jews because they had ceased building the temple?  Haggai 1:11

4. Therefore, what had happened to all they had worked for?  Haggai 1:6, 9-10

5.  What did Haggai say they should do?  Haggai 1:5, 7-8

6.  Then what did Zerubbabel and Joshua do?  Ezra 5:2, Haggai 1:12

7.  How long after God’s message did they do this?  Compare Haggai 1:1, 1:15

B.  The Activities of Their Officers:  Read Ezra 5:3-17:

1.  Who then questioned the Jewa’ activities?  Ezra 5:3

2.  Although they told what they were asked (5:4) why did the officers not cause them to stop working?  Ezra 5:5

3.  What did the officers then do?  Ezra 5:6

4.  After recounting what the Jews had told them (Ezra 5;7-16), what two things did they suggest that the king should do?  Ezra 5:17
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  C.The Decision of Darius:  Read Ezra 6:1-12:

1.  Upon receipt of their letter, what was done at Darius’ command?  Ezra 6:1

2.  What was found as a result?  Ezra 6:2-5

3.  Therefore, what did Darius command the officers to do?  Ezra 6:7, 8, 9-10
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4.  What was to be done to anyone who tried to alter (change) this command?  Ezra 6:11

5.  Upon whom did Darius call to help him punish anyone who should seek to destroy the house of God?  Ezra 6:12

D.  The Results of This Decision:  Read Ezra 6:13-22:

1.  Did the officers obey the command of Darius?  Ezra 6:13  How soon?

2.  Therefore, what two things did the elders of the Jews do?  Ezra 6:14

3.  When was the work finished?  Ezra 6:15

4.  How long was this after work had been resumed?  Compare with Ezra 4:24

5.  What did the people then do?  Ezra 6:16

6.  Notice the many different animals which were offered at this feast:  Ezra 6:17

7.  What two groups could then be restored to their God-appointed tasks?  Ezra 6:18

8.  What important feast did they keep soon after this?  Ezra 6:19-22a

9.  To whom did they give credit for their being allowed to complete the re-building of the temple?  Ezra 6:22b

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT;

1.  Although the enemies of God had succeeded in stopping His work temporarily, could they stop it permanently?  Who caused it to be resumed, and completed? 

2.  Need I fear the opposition of God’s enemies today?  See I John 4:4.  What should I do when I am opposed in doing what God has told me to do?
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