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SAUL’S REIGN BEGUN

1 Samuel 11, 12

After Saul had been chosen as king, he stayed at his own home until an emergency arose in Israel.  Read to see what he did about this emergency, and what happened after that:

A. An Emergency in Israel:  Read 1 Samuel 11:1-4

1. What enemy came up against Israel’s Jabesh-gilead?  1 Samuel 11:1a

_













(Locate this city on a map)

2. What did the men of Jabesh ask the enemies to do?  1 Samuel 11:1c

_













3. On what condition did the enemies agree to do this?  1 Samuel 11:2c

_













4. When did the men of Jabesh promise to give their decision?  1 Samuel 11:3

_













5. To whose city did they send word of their need?  1 Samuel 11:4a

_













6. What did the people of this city do when they heard these tidings?  

1 Samuel 11:4b, c

      _













B. Saul’s Reaction to This Emergency:  Read 1 Samuel 11:5-11

1. When Saul heard of the plight of Jabesh, what happened to him?  

1 Samuel 11:6

a. _











b. _











2. When he sent messengers to all Israel to come help him, what happened?  

1 Samuel 11:7

_













3. When he sent Jabesh word they would have help, how did they feel?  

1 Samuel 11:9

_













4. What did the men of Jabesh tell the enemy?  1 Samuel 11:10

_













5. Therefore, did they expect what happened the next day?  

1 Samuel 11:11a-c

_












6.  What were two results of this battle?  1 Samuel 11:11d, e

      _













C. The Result of Saul’s Action:  Read 1 Samuel 11:12-15

1. After the battle, what did the people want Samuel to help them do?  

1 Samuel 11:12

      _













2. Who kept them from doing this, and why?  1 Samuel 11:13

_













3. What did Samuel suggest that they do instead?  1 Samuel 11:14

_













4. As they did this, what did Saul and all Israel do?  1 Samuel 11:15b

_













D. Samuel’s Speech on This Occasion:  Read 1 Samuel 12

1. After establishing his own blamelessness before Israel (1 Samuel 12:1-5), about what did Samuel say he wanted to reason with Israel before the Lord?  1 Samuel 12:7

_













2. Read his summary of these acts in 1 Samuel 12:8-11

3. Now that they had insisted upon having a king, what did Samuel say would happen

a. if they feared God, served and, obeyed Him, not rebelling against His commands?  1 Samuel 12:14

_












b. if they did not obey God, but rebelled against His commands?  

1 Samuel 12:15

_












4. Why did Samuel say he would ask God to send rain when they usually had none?  1 Samuel 12:17

_













5. Did God do this?  1 Samuel 12:18a, b

_













6. What did the people do as a result?  1 Samuel 12:18c, 19a

a. _












b. _












7. What did Samuel tell the people to do in the future?  1 Samuel 12:24a

_













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Did it seem at first that it was good for Israel to have a king?  Yet who really won the victory for them?  Except for Samuel’s speech and object lesson, what might they still have thought concerning their having a king?  

(See Luke 16:15)

_












2. When I insist on having my own way, does it ever seem at first that things will turn out well?  Will God ever allow it to continue to seem that way indefinitely?  What might God have to do to make me realize how great was my wickedness?

_
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