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SOME PARABLES OF DISCIPLESHIP


Matthew 10:37-39, 16:21-27; Mark 8:31 - 9:1; Luke 9:27-29, 57-62, 14:33

From the parables of the kingdom, we have discovered one of the basic principles of interpreting parables--namely, that each parable has one central teaching, and one only.  We discovered from the first three parables something of the growth of the kingdom of God--mysteriously, from a very small beginning, until it shall eventually penetrate every part of the world.  We discovered, also, from the last two parables something of the tremendous value of the kingdom of God to an individual, whether he stumbled upon it suddenly, or whether he had been seeking something like it for a long time.  From the following parables, discover next what the individual should do after he has discovered the great value of the kingdom of God:

A.
The Setting of the Parables:  Read Luke 14:25-27

1.
Notice the occasion of Jesus' giving these teachings:  Who were accompanying Him on His journeys?  Luke 14:25

2.
What did Jesus warn them that they must do, if they would become His disciples?  Luke 14:26-27

3.
Notice how this same teaching is given again in Matthew 10:37-39.  How does it explain Jesus' meaning of "hate", as used in Luke 14:26a?

4.
Notice that two parables (or, more accurately, parable-comparisons) were given to illustrate the teaching Jesus had just given.  See how each of them helps to show the logic of Jesus' teaching:

B.
The Parable of the Man Building a Tower:  Read Luke 14:28-30

1.
What did Jesus say any man would be sure to do before he began building a tower?  Luke 14:28a

2.
What might happen if he did not do this?  Luke 14:28b-30

3.
What would others do if this should happen?  Luke 14:29b-30

C.
The Parable of the King Going to War:  Read Luke 14:31-32

1.
What would a king be sure to do before he set out to war against another king?  Luke 14:31

2.
If he discovered that he could not win in a battle, would he even begin it?  Luke 14:32

3.
What would he do instead?  Luke 14:32

D.
The meaning of Both Parables:  Read Luke 14:33

1.
What did Jesus say a person must do before he can become His disciple?  Luke 14:33

2.
If he is not willing to do this, should he even start out to become a Christian?  See also Luke 9:57-62

E.
Other Similar Teachings:  Read Matthew 16:21:27, Mark 8:31 - 9:1, Luke 9:22-29

1.
Notice that these passages give essentially the same teaching as that given in the parables above.  Here, what did Jesus say one must do if he would come after Him?  Luke 9:23

2.
What will happen to one who is not willing to do this?  Luke 9:24a

3.
What will happen to one who is willing to do this, and loses his life for the sake of Jesus and the gospel?  Luke 9:24b

4.
Is it possible to gain anything in the long run by refusing to follow Jesus?  Luke 9:25, Mark 8:26-27


5.
What will eventually happen to one who refuses to follow Jesus?

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Have I fully considered the cost of becoming Jesus' disciple?

2.
Am I willing to pay this price?
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