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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

SUMMARY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION

A.
Systems of Interpreting the Book of Revelation:  There are four main systems:

1.
The Preterist View, which sees the visions in Revelation as representing events which took place in John’s own day.  Hence all prophecies in the book are said to have been fulfilled already.

2.
The Spiritual or Idealist View, which holds that the book is merely a poetic and prophetic representation of the constant conflict between the forces of good and evil that began with the fall of man in Genesis and will end at the end of time.  Therefore no special fulfillment of its predictions is to be expected.

3.
The Historical View, which teaches that the book is a prophetic history of the major events from the time of John until the end of human history.  Thus the book has been in fulfillment since the time of Christ, and will continue to be fulfilled until He comes again.

4.
The Futurist View, whose adherents believe that the book is concerned primarily with the future, and that most of it will be fulfilled at the end of time in connection with the second coming of Christ.

B.
Facts Which Seem Certain From the Book of Revelation:  The studies in this book have not been designed to present any one system of interpretation, but rather have been approached with the object of finding out from the book itself what may be discovered without any extensive knowledge of human history or systems of interpretation.  From this type of study, several facts seem absolutely certain.  Let these be the things which you remember as you conclude your studies in this book and in the Bible:

1.
Jesus Christ IS coming back again:


Revelation 1:7  “Behold, he cometh with clouds....”


Revelation 22:7, 12, 20  “...Behold I come quickly....”

2.
God’s wrath IS going to be poured out on earth:


Revelation 6:17  “For the great day of his wrath is come...”


Revelation 8:13  “...Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth....”


Revelation 16:1  “...Pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth...”

3.
Jesus Christ IS going to be victorious over Satan, and defeat him forever:


Revelation 20:10  “And the devil...was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone... and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

4.
There IS going to be a resurrection jJudging of all the dead:  

Revelation 11:18  “Thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants.…”  

Revelation 20:4  “I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus...and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”


Revelation 20:12  “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God ...and the dead were judged….”

5.
All whose names are not written in the Book of Life WILL be sent to hell:


Revelation 20:15  “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”


Revelation 21:8  “But the...unbelieving...shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone which is the second death.”

6.
The Servants of God WILL reign with him for ever and ever:


Revelation 22:3, 5  “And His servants shall serve him...and they shall reign with Him for ever and ever.”

C.
The Book of Revelation as the conclusion of the Bible story:  With this book, the story of the Bible is ended.  God who in Genesis created man for Himself, in Revelation takes His redeemed creatures to live forever in heaven;  while Satan, who in Genesis caused man to sin, in Revelation is punished for this deed by being assigned to eternal hell, together with all who have joined him in rebellion against God.  What an awesome--yet marvelous--story!
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