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SAUL’S EARLY WARS

1 Samuel 13 – 15

Although Israel was now fully convinced that they had done wrong in asking for a king, they still had that king, and had to keep him.  See now what kind of king he became:

A. Saul’s Preparation for War:  Read 1 Samuel 13:1-14

1. Of the 330,000 men who fought against Jabesh-gilead (1 Samuel 11:8), how many did Saul choose to serve him continually?  1 Samuel 13:2a

_













2. Who helped him command theses forces?  1 Samuel 13:2c

_













3. What did Jonathan and his group do?  1 Samuel 13:3

_













NOTE:  A garrison is a fortified place in which troops are quartered.

4. When Saul called Israel to Gilgal, what did some of them do?  

1 Samuel 13:6, 7a
a.  _












b.  _












5. What did those with Saul do?  1 Samuel 13:7b

_













6. When Samuel had not come by the time he said he would, what did Saul do?  1 Samuel 13:9

_













7. What happened as soon as he had done this?  1 Samuel 13:10

_













8. Notice why Saul said he had done this:  1 Samuel 13:11.  How did Samuel 

say Saul had acted?  1 Samuel 13:13
_












9. What did Samuel say would happen because of this action.  

1 Samuel 13:14

      _













B. Saul’s War Against the Philistines:  Read 1 Samuel 13:15-14:52

1. How many warriors remained with Saul?  1 Samuel 13:15

_













2. Notice where the armies camped:  1 Samuel 13:16.  Locate both places on a map.

3. How many Israelites had swords or spears?  1 Samuel 13:22

_













4. Read  the story of Jonathan’s venture in 1 Samuel 14:1-20.  When the other Israelites saw this, what did they do?  1 Samuel 14:21, 22

_













5. Yet what hindered them in fighting?  1 Samuel 14:24-28

_













6. Did Jonathan think his father had been wise to order this?  

1 Samuel 14:29, 30

      _













7. What did the people finally do?  1 Samuel 14:32

_













8. When Saul asked God whether he should again go after the Philistines, what happened?  1 Samuel 14:37

_













9. Read the vow he made after this: 1 Samuel 14:39-42.  Did Jonathan or the people think this was a wise move?  1 Samuel 14:43-45

_













10. How long did this war continue?  1 Samuel 14:52

_













11. Against what other four nations did Saul also fight?  1 Samuel 14:47

_













(Locate these on a map.)

C. Saul’s War Against the Amalekites:  Read 1 Samuel 15
1. What did Samuel tell Saul the Lord wanted him to do to Amalek?  

1 Samuel 15:1-3

_













2. Read why God had commanded this:  Exodus 17:8-14; 

Deuteronomy 25:17-19.

3. Although Saul did kill all the people, what else did he do?  

1 Samuel 15:9a

_













4. What did God say about Saul’s actions?  1 Samuel 15:10, 11

_













5. Yet notice what Saul said, as he met Samuel the next morning:  

1 Samuel 15:13

      _













6. Read Samuel’s answer to this:  1 Samuel 15:14-19.  On whom did Saul blame the disobedience?  1 Samuel 15:20, 21

_













7. Read Samuel’s answer to this:  1 Samuel 15:22, 23a.  What did Samuel finally tell Saul:  1 Samuel 15:23b

_













8. What did this cause Saul to acknowledge he had done, and why? 

      1 Samuel 15:24



      _













9. What did Samuel then do?  1 Samuel 15:32, 33

_













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Is it likely that Israel was pleased with the king they had insisted on having?

_













2. Will that which I insist on having, doing, or being outside God’s will for me ever bring me any real or lasting peace, joy, or happiness? 

(See Psalm 106:15)


      _













www.BibleDiscoveries.org Written by Sarah Overstreet Midyett. 
Digital copyright © 2013.  Materials are free to copy and/or adapt for personal and classroom use. 
For other uses contact Questions@GAMELIFE77.com.
www.BibleDiscoveries.org Written by Sarah Overstreet Midyett. 
Digital copyright © 2013.  Materials are free to copy and/or adapt for personal and classroom use. 
For other uses contact Questions@GAMELIFE77.com.

