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The Life of the Early Church: Ascension through Antioch

THE FIRST PERSECUTION

Act 4:1 – 31

In the first few chapters of Acts, we have seen something of the tremendous results of the disciples’ witnessing, and especially of Peter’s two sermons and his miracle.  See now an additional result of these things:

A.
The Religious Leaders’ Reaction to the Miracle:  Read Acts 4:1-12

1.
As Peter and the other disciples spoke to the people in the temple, who came up to them?  Acts 4:1

2.
How did they feel about Peter’s miracle, and about what he had preached to the people?  Acts 4:2

3.
Therefore, what did they do to the disciples?  Acts 4:3

4.
Notice all the people that gathered together to question the disciples the next day ( Acts 4:5, 6).  This group is called the Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court of the Jews.  What was the main question this group asked of Peter and John?  Acts 4:7

5.
What was Peter’s answer to this question?  Acts 4:10

6.
What happened to Peter before he answered them?  Acts 4:8 

7.
What did he do besides simply answering their question?  Acts 4:8-12

B. The Religious Leaders’ Decision Concerning the Disciples:  Read 

Acts 4:13-22

1.
What three things did the religious leaders notice about Peter and John as they spoke?  Acts 4:13a

2.
What did this cause them to do?  Acts 4:13b

3.
Could they really find anything wrong with what Peter and John had done?  Acts 4:14b, 16c

4.
What did they have to acknowledge?  Acts 4:16b 

5.
What would they like to have done?  Acts 4:16c 

6.
Since they could not do this, what did they decide to do?  Acts 4:17a 

7.
Therefore, what did they do to the disciples?  Acts 4:17b, 18

8.
What was the disciples’ answer to this?  Acts 4:19, 20

9.
What did the leaders then do?  Acts 4:21a 

10.
Why could they not do more to them?  Acts 4:21b 

C.
The Disciples’ Reaction to this Decision:  Read Acts 4:23-31

1.
What did the disciples do as soon as they were released by the Leaders?  Acts 4:23

2.
What did all the Christians do when they heard what had happened?  Acts 4:24-30

3.
For what did they especially pray?  Acts 4:29b

4.
What happened to them all as a result of this prayer?  Acts 4:31a

5.
What did they all do after this?  Acts 4:31b 

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What is MY reaction when something happens that would curb my witness for Christ?  Do I give up, or do I pray for boldness to continue.

2.
Am I counting on the Holy Spirit’s power to supply my every need for witnessing?
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