2  Bible Discoveries: Teachings of Christ in the NT Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book 3 Christ’s Teachings through Other Apostles

3  Bible Discoveries: Teachings of Christ in the NT Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book 3 Christ’s Teachings through Other Apostles


PART THREE

CHRIST’S TEACHINGS THROUGH THE OTHER APOSTLES

Besides Paul, four other of Christ’s apostles wrote letters which were included by God’s guidance in the New Testament.  These letters are commonly called “General Epistles”, and they bear the name of the person who wrote them, rather than the name of those who received them.  Read again page one of this volume to see why these letters are considered to be the teachings of Christ Himself.  Then study the letters.

THE LETTER OF JAMES

James was the half-brother of our Lord Jesus, who probably was not saved until after Jesus had risen from the dead (see Galatians 1:19, John 7:5, Acts 1:13-14, I Corinthians 15:7).  In spite of this fact, he soon became the leader of the church at Jerusalem (see Acts 12:17, 15:4a, 13; Galatians 1:18-19, 2:1, 9, Acts 21:18), and continued in this position until his death about A.D. 61 or 62.  Study his letter, which he wrote probably about A.D. 45, some five years before the church council at Jerusalem (Acts 15), to the Jewish Christians who had been scattered abroad.

BASIC ATTITUDES OF LIFE

James 1

A.  Attitudes Toward the Trying of One’s Faith: Read James 1:1-8

1.  What did James say Christians should count it when they fall into divers (different kinds of) trials, or testings of their faith?  James 1:2

2.  What is the great result of the trying of one’s faith?  James 1:3

3.  If patience is allowed to be fully developed, what will be the result?  James 1:4

4.  If anyone does not know how to meet a particular problem, what may he do?  James 1:5

5.  But what must be his attitude in doing this?  James 1:6a

6.  What is the result of wavering (being unsettled, swaying) between two goals or purposes in life?  James 1:8

B.  Attitudes Toward One’s Position in Life: Read James 1:9-11

1.  What should both the rich and the poor do concerning their position in life?  James 1:9, 10

2.  What should the rich always remember?  James 1:10b, 11b

C.  Attitudes Toward Temptations to Sin: Read James 1:12-18

1.  What should one do about temptations to sin?  James 1:12a

2.  What will come to those who have this attitude?  James 1:12b

3.  From what source do allurements to evil NEVER come?  James 1:13

4.  But rather, from what source DO they come?  James 1:14

5.  What kind of things does God give to His children, rather than allurements to evil?  James 1:17

D.  Attitudes Toward God’s Messages: Read James 1:19-27

1.  What should one do with the Word of God?  James 1:19a, 21b, 22a

2.  What is a man like if he does not do this?  James 1:23-24

3.  What is absolutely essential if a person’s “religion” is to be of value?  James 1:26

4.  What two things will one do if he has pure, genuine religion?  James 1:27

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  What should be the basic attitude of a Christian’s life?  James 1:6a, 2:1a

2.  Do I actively trust God, no matter what circumstances may arise in MY life?
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