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Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person

A PARABLE OF THE CHRISTIAN'S HEART ATTITUDE TOWARD THOSE WHO WRONG HIM


Matthew 18:15-35

Since some of the details of a parable have special spiritual significance, and some do not, the question naturally arises as to how one determines which do and which do not.  A good rule to follow it that details have significance only as they relate to the central truth of the parable.  Notice how this has been true in the parables studied in the past, and in the PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT below:

A.
The Setting of the Parable:  Read Matthew 18:25-22

1.
Notice that Jesus had just been teaching the disciples what to do if someone should wrong them (Matthew 18:15-17).  After this teaching, what question did Peter ask?  Matthew 18:21a

2.
What did Peter think might be the answer to this question?  Matthew 18:22

3.
What did Jesus say was the answer to his question?  Matthew 18:22

4.
Notice that He then told the parable to show why this was true.

B.
The Servant Before the King:  Read Matthew 18:23-27

1.
What did the king in this story decide to do?  Matthew 18:23b

2.
What did he discover about one of his servants?  Matthew 18:24b, 25a

3.
A talent was worth at least $l,000, perhaps $l,200.  Therefore, how much did he really owe?

4.
Since he could not pay this debt, what did the king command to be done?  Matthew 18:25

5.
What did the servant do when he heard the king's command?  Matthew 18:26

6.
How did  the king feel as a result of this plea?  Matthew 18:27a

7.
What did he therefore do?  Matthew 18:27b

8.
How would you think the servant would feel after such an event?  What attitude should be in his heart?  (THINK!)

C.
The Servant and His Fellow-Servant:  Read Matthew 18:28-30

1.
What did this servant afterwards do to one of his fellow-servants?  Matthew 18:25

2.
Each pence (or shilling) was worth about $.17.  Therefore, how much did this fellow-servant really owe him? 

3.
What did the fellow-servant beg of him?  Matthew 18:29

4.
What did he do after this request?  Matthew 18:30

5.
Was this the proper way to show his gratitude for what had been done for him?

D.
The Servant Again Before the King:  Read Matthew 18:31-35

1.
How did this man's fellow-servants feel when they heard what he had done?  What did they do?  Matthew 18:31

2.
When the king heard of it, what did he say the man should have done, in view of what the king had done for him?  Matthew 18:32-33

3.
How did the king feel because of his action?  What did he do?  Matthew 18:34

4.
Whom did Jesus say this unforgiving servant was like?  Matthew 18:35

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
How much has God forgiven me?

2.
In comparison with this, how great is any wrong that one could do to me?
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