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The Life of the Early Church: Ascension through Antioch

THE SECOND PERSECUTION

Acts 5:12 - 42

As a result of God’s severe punishment of Ananias’ and Sapphira’s sin, the entire church was made to fear, and thus kept pure from weakening due to sin at the very beginning.  Now see what happened following this event:

A.
The Activities of the Church:  Read Acts 5:12-16

1.
Where did the apostles make their headquarters?  Acts 5:12b 

2.
What unusual things did they do?  Acts 5:12a, 15, 16 

3.
How did the people feel about the apostles?  Acts 5:13b 

4.
What was the great result of their witness?  Acts 5:14

B.
The Reaction of the Leaders:  Read Acts 5:17-26

1.
How did the religious leaders feel about the activities of the church?  

Acts 5:17

2.
What did they do to the apostles?  Acts 5:18 

3.
But what happened after this?  Acts 5:19

4.
What did he tell the apostles to do?  Acts 5:20

5.
What did the leaders do the next morning?  Acts 5:21b

6.
What did the officers discover when they went to bring the apostles to trial?  Acts 5:22, 23

7.
As they were wondering about this, what report came to them?  Acts 5:24, 25

8.
As the officers went to recapture their prisoners, how did they feel?  

Acts 5:26

C.   The Questioning of the Apostles:  Read Acts 5:27-42

1.
When the apostles were brought before the Sanhedrin, what did the high priest ask them?  Act 5:28a

2.
What did Peter and the other apostles answer?  Acts 5:29

3.
What did Peter do besides answering their question?  Acts 5:30-32

4.
How were the leaders affected by this?  Acts 5:33a 

5.
What did they plan to do?  Acts 5:33b 

6.
Who objected to this plan?  Acts 5:34 

7.
What did he warn them to do about the apostles?  Acts 5:35, 38a 

8.
What did he say would eventually happen to their work if it were of men?  Acts 5:38b

9.
On the other hand, what if their work were of God?  Acts 5:39

10.
How did the leaders feel about Gamaliel’s advice?  Acts 5:40a 

11.
What three things did they therefore do to the apostles?  Acts 5:40b 

12.
How did the apostles feel after this treatment?  Acts 5:41

13.
What was their daily occupation after this?  Acts 5:42 

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Could anything the leaders did or said stop the apostles from witnessing?

2.
As I depend on God, should anything ever stop me from witnessing for my Lord?
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