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PARABLES OF THE CHRISTIAN'S HEART ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS ASSOCIATES

Luke 14: 7-11, 10: 25-37

From the parable of the Unforgiving Servant, we saw that doctrines are not to be based on parables alone, but on the entire teaching of Scripture on a given subject.  Thus it would be incorrect to base one's doctrine as to what happens if a Christian does not forgive on this parable alone, without considering the whole teaching of Scripture on this subject.  See what further principles of interpreting parables you can learn from the following lesson:

A.
The Parable of the Lowest Seat at the Feast:  Read Luke 14:7-11

1.
Where was Jesus when He gave this parable?  Luke 14:1

2.
To whom was this parable given?  Luke 14:7a

3.
What did Jesus notice that they were doing, that caused Him to give this parable?  Luke 14:7b

4.
Why did Jesus say they should not do this?  Luke 14:8b-9

5.
Where did He say they should sit instead?  Luke 14:10a

6.
What might be the result in this case?  Luke 14:10b

7.
How would others feel toward one who would take Jesus' advice?  Luke 14:10c

8.
What did Jesus say was the central truth of this parable?  Luke 14:11

9.
Notice that the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican had the same central teaching.  There, humility toward God is stressed; here, humility toward whom?  See Philippians 2:3b, Romans 12:10b

B.
The Parable of the Good Samaritan:  The Setting:  Read Luke 10:25-29

1.
What question did a lawyer (or scribe) ask of Jesus?  Luke 10:25b

2.
Why did he ask this question?  Luke 10:25a

3.
When Jesus asked him what the law said on this subject, what did the lawyer answer?  Luke 10:27

4.
When Jesus told him he had answered correctly, and that if he would do this, he would live, what did the lawyer ask?  Luke 10:29b

5.
Why did he ask this question?  Luke 10:29a

6.
Notice that the parable is given in direct answer to this question.

C.
The Story Itself:  Read Luke 10:30-35

1.
What happened to the traveller Jesus described?  Luke 10:30

2.
Who saw him after this?  Luke 10:31a, 32a, 33a

3.
What did the first two do when they saw him?  Luke 10:31b, 32b

4.
What did the third do?  Luke 10:33-35

D.
The Spiritual Message:  Read Luke 10:36-37

1.
What question did Jesus ask in concluding this story?  Luke 10:36

2.
What was the lawyer's answer?  Luke 10:37a

3.
What was Jesus' message to the lawyer after this?  Luke 10:37b

4.
Therefore, what is the answer to the lawyer's question:  "Who is my neighbor?"

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Do I seek to put others before myself in all my social contacts with them?

2.
Am I the kind of neighbor that the Samaritan was, to all who are in need?
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