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QUESTION CONCERNING DEFILEMENT

Mark 7: 1—23

With the miracle of feeding the 5,000, Jesus’ popularity with the people reached its peak, so much so that John’s gospel states that they wanted to take Him by force and make Him a king.  Yet notice the attitude of the scribes and Pharisees toward Him:

A.
The Pharisees’ Question to Jesus:  Read Mark 7:1-5

1.
Who came to question Jesus?  Mark 7:1a

2.
From what city had they come?  Mark 7:1b

3.
What did they see some of Jesus’ disciples doing?  Mark 7:2a

4.
Therefore, what did they do?  Mark 7:2b

5.
List some of the rules which the Pharisees sought to keep:  Mark 7:3, 4

a.













b.













6.
From whom had they received these rules?  Mark 7:3b, 5b

7.
What question did they then ask Jesus?  Mark 7:5b, c

B.
Jesus’ Answer to the Pharisees:  Read Mark 7:6-13

1.
What did Jesus call the Pharisees as He began His answer to them?  

Mark 7:6b










2.
Why did He call them this?  Mark 7:6c, d

3.
What did He say they taught for doctrines?  Mark 7:7b

4.
Therefore, what did Jesus say about their worship?  Mark 7:7a

5.
What three things did they do with the commandments of God in order to keep their own rules or traditions?  

a.
Mark 7:8a











b.
Mark 7:9a











c.
Mark 7:13a











6.
Notice one example of this in verses 10-12:  What had the Word of God definitely stated?  Mark 7:10a

7.
Yet the Pharisees taught that if a man gave that which might have helped his father and mother as a gift to God, he was free from this responsibility, and they would not let him do anything for his father or mother:  Mark 7:11, 12.

8.
Was this the only way they went against the law of God?  Mark 7:8b, 13b

C.
Jesus’ Teaching Concerning Defilement:  Read Mark 7:14-23

1.
Whom did Jesus then call unto Himself?  Mark 7:14a

2.
What did He tell them as He began?  Mark 7:14b

3.
Then what did He teach them about things that go into a person from without?  Mark 7:15a

4.
What are the things which truly defile (make filthy or unclean) a man?  

Mark 7:15b 

5.
From what place do these things come?  Mark 7:21a, 23a

6.
List some of the specific things Jesus mentioned which would defile a man.  Mark 7:21, 22

7.
Do you think the Pharisees were guilty of any of these?

QUESTION FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Which matters more to God: Outward behavior, or inward thoughts and attitudes?  (See 1 Samuel 16:7)


2.
If my inward thoughts and attitudes are not what they should be, what will they eventually lead me to do?  Mark 7:21-23
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