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LAWS CONCERNING MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND INHERITANCE

Deuteronomy 24:1 - 5, 25:5 - 10, 21:10 – 17; 

Numbers 27:1 - 11, 36:1 - 13

Another area of the Israelites' lives in which God was vitally interested was their family life.  Read the following laws He gave concerning its various aspects:

A.  Unsatisfactory Marriages Leading to Divorce:  Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4

1.  When a man had married a wife who did not please him because of uncleanness, what was he permitted to do?  Deuteronomy 24:1

2.  What was she then permitted to do?  Deuteronomy 24:2

3.  But if the latter husband divorced her, or died, what might she not do?  Deuteronomy 24:3, 4a

4.  Why was this so?  Deuteronomy 24:4b

B.  Marriage of New Wives:  Read Deuteronomy 24:5

1.  When a man had married a new wife, what two things must he not do?  Deuteronomy 24:5a

2.  For how long must this continue?  Deuteronomy 24:5b

3.  What must he do during this time?  Deuteronomy 24:5c

C.  Marriage of the Widows:  Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10

1.  If one of brothers living together should die, having no children, who was responsible to marry his widow?  Deuteronomy 25:5

2.  What was her firstborn child to do?  Deuteronomy 25:6

3.   Notice what she might do if he refused to do this:  Deuteronomy 25:7-10

D.  Marriage of Captives:  Read Deuteronomy 21:10-14 

1.  When a man saw among the captives of his nation a woman he desired to have as his wife, what was he permitted to do?  Deuteronomy 21:10-12a

1. But what must she do before she might become his wife?  

Deuteronomy 21:12b-13
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3.  If he found no delight in her, what must she do?  Deuteronomy 21:14a

4.  What was he not permitted to do?  Deuteronomy 21:14b

E.  Marriage of Two Wives:  Read Deuteronomy  21:15-17

1.  If a man had two wives, one loved and one hated, and the firstborn son was hers, whom was hated, what was he not permitted to do?   

Deuteronomy 21:15, 16

2.  What must he do for the actual firstborn, and how?  Deuteronomy 21:17

F.  Marriage of Heiresses:  Read Numbers 27:1-11, 36:1-13

1.  What did the daughters of Zelophehad request, since their father had died having no son?  Numbers  27:4b

2.  Who was asked to decide in this matter?  Numbers 27:5

3.  Did He rule in their favor?  Numbers 27:6, 7

4.  What did the men of their tribe later fear they might do?  Numbers 36:3a

5.  What would therefore happen as a result?  Numbers 36:3b, 4b

6.  What was the Lord's ruling in this case?  Whom must these girls marry?  Numbers 36:6

7.   Did these girls accept the Lord's decision?  Numbers 36:10-12

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

 1.  Did it make any difference to God who the Israelites married, how long        they stayed married, and who received their property when they died?

 2.  Is God concerned today with whom I marry, how long I stay married, and who receives my property when I die?  Have I consulted Him about such matters?  Am I willing, when He reveals His will concerning me in such matters, to obey the leading He has given?
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