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OPPOSITION TO JESUS’ MINISTRY

Mark 2: 23 – 3: 6

The questioning attitude toward Jesus, which began with His words indicating that He had power to forgive sins, had now spread to other areas of His behavior.  Notice how this attitude grew and deepened with succeeding events:

A.
Plucking Grain on the Sabbath and Its Results:  Read Mark 2:23-28:

1.
As Jesus passed through cornfields on the Sabbath day, what did His disciples do?  
Mark 2:23

2.
Was this permitted by the Old Testament law?  (See Deuteronomy 23:25)

3.
Yet what did the Pharisees say about the disciples’ actions?  Mark 2:24b

4.
For what reason did they consider it not to be lawful?  Mark 2:24a and (THINK!)
5.
Who else did Jesus indicate had done something similar to this on one occasion? 
Mark 2:25a, c

6.
What had he done?  Mark 2:26

7.
Why had he done this?  Mark 2:25b

8.
For whose benefit did Jesus say the Sabbath was made?  Mark 2:27a

9.
What did the Pharisees’ rigid rules concerning what might and might not be done on the Sabbath indicate that they thought?  Mark 2:27b

10.
Who did Jesus say was Lord of the Sabbath, and therefore would have the right to say what might and might not be done on that day?  Mark 2:28

B.
Healing an Afflicted Man on the Sabbath and Its Results:  Read Mark 3:1-6

1.
Where did Jesus then go?  Mark 3:1a






2.
Who was among the worshippers there?  Mark 3:1b

3.
What did others there, probably Pharisees, do?  Mark 3:2a

4.
What did they especially want to see?  Mark 3:2b

5.
Why did they want to know this?  Mark 3:2c

6.
What did Jesus say to the afflicted man?  Mark 3:3

7.
What two questions did He then ask the onlookers?  Mark 3:4

a.












b.


















8.
What was their response?  Mark 3:4c

9.
What emotion was in Jesus’ look toward them after this?  Mark 3:5a

10.
What emotion was in His heart because of them?  Mark 3:5b

11.
What did He see was the condition of their hearts?  Mark 3:5c

12.
What did He then say to the afflicted man?  Mark 3:5d

13.
When he obeyed, what happened?  Mark 3:5e

14.
What did the Pharisees immediately begin planning to do?  Mark 3:6

15.
Whom did they enlist to help them?  Mark 3:6

(The Herodians were probably Jews who supported Herod, the king appointed by the Romans, who therefore approved of Roman rule over the Jews)

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:
1.
What was God’s real concern in establishing the Sabbath day?  Mark 2:27, 28

2.
How do I spend my  Sundays?  Do I seek to make them days of real rests and refreshing, guided by and pleasing to the Lord?  Or am I merely concerned about a rigid, mechanical list to “Do’s” and “Don’ts”?
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