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DAVID’S EARLY LIFE IN THE WILDERNESS

1 Samuel 23, 24

As David continued his life as an outlaw, several interesting situations arose.  Read to see how he decided what to do in each case, and what he actually did after that:

A. David at Keilah:  Read 1 Samuel 23:1-13

1. When David learned that the Philistines were fighting and robbing the Israelites of Keilah (locate on a map), how did he determine whether he should do anything about it?  1 Samuel 23:2a, b

_













2. What was the Lord’s answer?  1 Samuel 23:2c, d

_













3. When David’s men objected to this, what did David again do?  1 Samuel 23:4

_













4. Notice what he and his men then did to the Philistines:  1 Samuel 23:5.

5. Who then heard that David was in Keilah?  1 Samuel 23:7a

_













6. Notice what he believed had happened:  1 Samuel 23:7b.  Therefore, what did he do?  1 Samuel 23:8

_













7. When David learned of this, what did he again do?  1 Samuel 23:10-12

_













8. What did he use in doing this?  1 Samuel 23:6, 9

_













9. When David received the Lord’s answer, what did he and his men do?  

1 Samuel 23:13a, c

      _













10.How many men were with him at this time?  1 Samuel 23:13b

      _













11.When Saul learned of David’s escape from Keilah, what did he do?  

      1 Samuel 23:13d, e

      _













12.Where did David then go?  1 Samuel 23:14a

      _













     (Locate on a map.)

13.What happened after that, and with what results?  1 Samuel 23:14b

      _













B. David at Ziph and Maon:  Read 1 Samuel 23:14-29

1. As David was in Ziph in a wood, who came to him, and for what reason?  

1 Samuel 23:16

_













2. Notice what position he expected to have when David became king:

1 Samuel 23:17.

_













3. What did they again do at this time?  1 Samuel 23:18

_













4. What did the Ziphites then do?  1 Samuel 23:19, 20

a. _












b.  _












5. When Saul arrived at Ziph, where had David and his men gone?  

1 Samuel 23:24  

_













(Locate on a map.)

6. How close did Saul get to David at this time?  1 Samuel 23:26

_













7. Notice the message Saul received at this time: 1 Samuel 23:27. Therefore, what did he do?  1 Samuel 23:28

_













8. Where did David go after this?  1 Samuel 23:29

_













(Locate on a map.)

C. David at Engedi:  Read 1 Samuel 24

1. When Saul returned from fighting the Philistines, how many men did he take 

to seek David and his men?  1 Samuel 24:2

_













2. Into what place did Saul then enter?  1 Samuel 24:3a

_













3. Who were already there?  1 Samuel 24:3b

_













4. Notice what David’s men believed had happened?  1 Samuel 24:4.  But 

what happened when David only cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe, and why?  

1 Samuel 24:5, 6

      _













5. After Saul had left the cave, what did David prove to Saul?  1 Samuel 24:11

_













6. On whom did he call to avenge him and plead his cause?  1 Samuel 24:12, 15

_













7. When Saul heard this, what did he do?  1 Samuel 24:16

_













8. What did he say he knew?  1 Samuel 24:20

_













9. Therefore, what did he ask David to promise him?  1 Samuel 24:21

_













10. After David did this, what did Saul do?  1 Samuel 24:22

_













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. In whom did David trust for guidance, protection, and the defeat of his enemy?

_













2. Do I always trust God for every tiny part of my life?  Should I?  (See Proverbs 3:5, 6)  If not, could I begin to do so?  When?  Will I do this?  Right now?
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