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LAWS CONCERNING IMMORALITY

Leviticus 18, 20, 19:20 - 22, 29;  Deuteronomy 18:9 - 14, 22:13 - 29, 23:17, 18;  Exodus 22:16, 17, 19

God had made it plain when He gave the seventh and tenth commandments that He did not want the Israelites to commit immoral acts, or even to desire to commit them.  But He also knew there would be some who would do so, and for them there must be laws telling what must be done if they did. Study now some of these laws:

A.
Reason for Forbidding Immorality:  Read Leviticus 18:1-5

1.
What were to be Moses' first words as He gave God's laws concerning immorality?  Leviticus 18:1, 2

2.
Whose doings and laws were the Israelites not to copy?  Leviticus18:3; Deuteronomy 18:9-14

3.
But whose were they to keep?  Leviticus 18:4, 5

B.
Specific Immoral Acts Forbidden:  Read Leviticus 18:6-23,  20:1-26

1.
Notice specific immoral acts which were forbidden; write the penalty for each:

a.
Leviticus 18:6-18; 20:11-14, 17, 19-21;  Deuteronomy 22:30

b.
Leviticus 18:19; 20:18









c.
Leviticus 18:21; 20:1-5









d.
Leviticus 18:22










e.
Leviticus 18:23; 20:15, 16;  Exodus 22:19






2.
Read what God said about such acts in Deuteronomy 18:9-14.

A. Penalties for Prostitution and Adultery:  Read Deuteronomy 23:17, 18, 

22:13-29

1.
What rule did God give to all parents in Israel?  Leviticus 19:29

2.
What rule did God give to all in Israel?  Deuteronomy 23:17

3.
If a husband accused his wife of having broken this rule before marriage, what must be done?

a. to him, if his accusation were found to be untrue?  

Deuteronomy 22:18, 19

(1) 18











(2) 19a, b, c










(3) 19d, e











b.
to her, if his accusation were found to be true?  Deuteronomy 22:20, 21

4.
What was the penalty if a man committed adultery with the following:


a.
a woman married to a husband?  Deuteronomy 22:22

b. a woman who was betrothed (engaged) to another?  

Deuteronomy  22:23-27



(1)  in the city:












(2)  in the field:











c.
a woman who was not betrothed (engaged)?  Deuteronomy 22:28, 29



(1) 














(2) 














(3) Exodus 22:16, 17









c. a woman bondmaid, betrothed (engaged) to a husband?  

Leviticus 19:20-22

           (1)  she











           (2)  they










           (3)  he












D.
Results of Such Immoral Acts:  Read Leviticus 18:24-30, 20:22-26

1.
Because of such immoral acts, what had the land of Canaan done to its previous inhabitants?  Leviticus 18:24-28

2.
How did God feel about those who did such acts?  Leviticus 20:23

3.
By contrast, how was Israel to live, and why?  Leviticus 20:24b, 26

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
If Israel had been wise, what would she have done about God's laws concerning immorality?

2.  Who in our world today is similar to the Israelites in Old Testament days?  

Am I one of these?  What should I do about immorality, and why?  (See Leviticus 20:24b, 26).  What will happen if I do not do this?  (See Leviticus 18:28, 29)
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